MDD HIDD VMY 7”03

Y'OED DIHD D 150 NEDN 1DH 0IDH
BEYOND A REASONABLE DOUBT? YESODOS IN SEFIRAS HAOMER
AND TORAS HASFEIKOS'

Often, by analyzing a V19 in n2Yn, we gain a deeper understanding of a 953, whether in that area
of Na%n or throughout N N7INN 5. What | want to do here is use a naYn in 9mYn N1°90 to learn
a general 70 that applies to many areas of N2%n and bring that 790> back to develop a new perspective
on the nature of 1MYn N1’a0.

Many people are 5’1 to daven 21yn immediately following ny’pw, in the window of time known
as MwnwN 1. Is one similarly allowed to be Ypn to count 9myn n°av during this time as well? One
opinion comes from 31" 1”7 .Y0 NMNIN MAVIN. Since nowadays Y”nav is only 13277, we can apply
the principle of X%1pY 13297 P90, and one can NYNN3Y count already from MWNWN 1’2 (even with a
n572). However, the "3 *2v” 1”7 ™97 7972 .1 DNO 1™ argues that the operative principle of pav
R9IPY 13297 is only a contingency Tay»73, and therefore one cannot n5Nna% choose to put himself in
a situation of pav. What’s the nbnnn nTpa? Rav Sobolofsky explains that they’re arguing about the
very nature of %1% 13277 pav. The opinion of mavn first assumes that the principle of Xn»1IRT pav
RIMNY is itself only 13297 (like the n”am). Therefore, to differentiate 13297 *2>7 (for the purposes of
avoiding issues of 901N Y3)2 they instituted that we can be 5’1 in a 13297 pav, and that works to
have the avn be fulfilled 87y n7na. Perforce, relying on the pav is completely n5nna%. The 1"
would assume (like the X”awn) that RI1MIND RNYNIRT PAD is a RNYNIRT 17, and the only reason we
can be Ypm for a 13277 pov is because the 1327 didn’t want to be n»vn us to be 7nNN when the
stakes aren’t as high. Being that this isn’t fundamental to the n9°13, while being Y in a pa0 means
you’re Rxv, it’s only pav n1na. When you can, n%nna% you should try to avoid the pav, and not
nY'nnaY put yourself in a situation of pav.

What emerges from this nv>*w of the 3" is that if you have a situation where there is a 13297 pav,
but being 9'nnn wouldn’t be any more of a Xn71v, we will NOT say ®%1p% 13297 pav. The ®ni in
JNp 0MoA says that the 2N of n2>0n only applies by either the first 2 NV or by the last 2, but the
NI isn’t sure one way or another. Therefore, the 1) concludes that we should lean by all 4. Asks
the "RNYM” A" 9™ 972 0 1™, if n2on is only 13297, why do we not say R71p5 13277 poo? He
gives 2 answers, the first of which is less famous, but that’s the one we’ll focus on. The first answer is
that when it’s Xn720 12 97 *7'n, we should be 9 NN as a “RNY T RNNMI”. Most people explain this
as the simple answer, but it’s really teaching us the 770> we’ve been developing; relying on a 13277 pav
only works Tay>72 as a P20 NN, so when there is no XN7*Y, one is 2N to be NN and fulfill the
mxn as a *RTY NN, The second answer of the 11 is that it’s impossible to be 5 in either direction
by mv1 ’7, so being Y1 both ways would be a 1107 'nIn. We need this answer to teach that in
such a scenario, regular mp’9v *1>7 are ignored, and perforce, the only remaining possibility is to be
piialalal

This T of the 1", that R%pY 131277 poo is mitigated when there is no 8n7*0, can help us
understand a strange X931 that is fundamental to the nature of y”nav. While »aR says the nyxn is to
count both days and weeks, 9n'mR& would count only the days and not the weeks, as a wTpnY 9o1.
What’s behind counting only the days, and why does wTpn5 991 justify doing so? If anything, making
it a wTpnY 751 would mean to do it EXACTLY as it was done in the wTpnn nva, which would be both
days and weeks! Rav Soloveitchik (as quoted by Rav Schachter) strengthens the question just a bit: Is
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it really such a N7 to count weeks as well? To put the question in terms of the 1o of the }”: Even
though »”nav nowadays is only 13297, since it’s not a Xn7°0 to count weeks, we should be 7nnn to
count days and weeks 87y N7 1na! Rav Soloveitchik answers both questions by figuring out what exactly
WTpnY 9571 really means. There is a R0 in .XN 1310 that we take 2% all 7 days as a wTpnY 751. When
the R looks for the source of the idea of the concept of wTpn? 91, it quotes the pyoa in NN’ of
nY PR WIT RN 11N, inferring that there is a need to be w17 for 1178, However, there is another X210
in :0 RINA K22 that says that we make a wTpnY 951 as a way of mourning the 270, such as leaving
an area of a house unfinished or putting ashes on the head of a jnn. The source that the X1 quotes
for this practice is »31° nown DYWI1Y NOWR DR. These 2 MMy demonstrate that there are really 2
aspects of wpnY 751, what Rav Soloveitchik called "wTpn% 951” and "j271nY 7991”. In the absence of a
amY 129p, we would think that the n7°90 we do nowadays is WTpnY 951 (and maybe that’s what »ax
holds), but 91y is teaching us that it’s 127915 951, and that’s why we do less than what they did in
the p”nna. This can also explain why the ™70 972 .n2 DMOS MRNN YY1 says we don’t say a 13NNY
on "nav because it brings about wa1 NNy, as well as why "nYn 95” 1”7 :3 1IN MADIN says to say
a ¥ i for the return of the p”nna nmay after we count (what we know as the jnnan).

If we assume that ¥”n9o operates as a form of Mm% ax, an interesting n2YnY w17'n can follow as a
result. We saw in the second answer of the 1”7 by n2>on during the mv1d 7 that we cannot rely on
R21PY 13277 poo when being Yp'n will lead to a »1no7T *nn. However, the .7 MmN 1"anvn 17N
"IMNRT RM” 7™ says that in D227 of MY ar, we CAN have a *1noT 'nn. Therefore, someone can
start COUNTING their mYaR 1’ 't on N1 Y 1w V", even though they can’t do mYar »nn.
This being the case, | wanted to suggest that if someone forgot to count n7240 the whole day, and now
finds themselves in mwnwn 123, they can count the previous day (to preserve mnmn) AND count the
upcoming day (assuming like mavin, which the "W sort of says works 110 9p'yn). | saw that this
probably isn’t true n2%nY, as the 72.0v9n MAVN PO quotes from MR P2’ N"W in a different
scenario that we should try and avoid a »yno7 *nan in n7°90. | then realized that perhaps the idea of
being Yp'n even »INoT *NnIN DIpna for M ar would probably apply exclusively to mYar »nn, but
we would not be able to extend that to any regular j27m% 9o1.

By being w117 in the nxn of amyn n1°9v, hopefully we gained a greater appreciation for the
mxn, and want to fulfill it to its fullest extent with the 9y j29p. We should be 1o to do so very
soon, in the rebuilt w7pnN N2 in DYV,
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