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The Daily Aliyah, p. 17

Rav Moshe Feinstein explains that although Lot’s daughters were not proud of what they felt they
needed to do, they also thought it was important for people to know that their births were not
supernatural. To avoid people making a religion out of a presumably miraculous birth, Lot’s daughters
were willing to publicize their admittedly shameful acts to avoid any misunderstandings in the future.
Their honesty and willingness to face ridicule to avoid future misguidance are so impressive that
Mashiach will come from their lineage. This pursuit of intellectual honesty, regardless of the price, is
worth admiring and striving for.

Yerachmiel Goldman (WhatsApp correspondence)

T spoke +o my Uncle, Rabbi Wordechai Tendler. He just retold wme the entire story with more details.
He was the one that Rav Moshe revealed i+ to...

Rav WMoshe said it's ann +o publicize because he felt that the ewtire incident was a4 nNiaa nxpn
from Hashem +o Rav Woshe +o explaiv peshat v bI7 Niaa.

This all took place i the first few days of Rav Woshe becoming aRav for the first time as +the vew
Rav in Luban around 19241 or so. The 1091 in the story didnt even know who Rav WMoshe was, T+
was the first time Rav WMoshe was sewt by the Chevrah Kadishah,

The Shabbos before, at Shalesh Seudos there was no Rav yet so the 1091 who was a talmid
chacham started talking and shared his duestions about vI7 NiDA.

Note that vo one shared +he name of +he 0922,

Also, n your recording it canght my attention that the vI2 NN were dressed in black from head +o
toe (sounds like Arab women style). Uncle Wordechai said they were dressed in black and tzniusly.

He said part but vot all of the story is printed i the nnTpn +o +he Tgros, Chelek n (ches).

He also said an important point which is that the vIn X came +o them and said that of course
nobody's going to believe and you don't even want to reveal that the pregnavcies came from Lot, so
it must be Hashewm; the vin ¥t said you cav reveal, you should reveal, that i+'s Hashem, and this
way save face that it wasw't from you and it wasn't from vyour father. Avd to start a vew religion-
it would've started a vew religion or +o encourage them to start a vew religion 1500 years
beforehand, and they said vo, and that they have +o tell the truth, and XpiT are going +o vame
their kids after them and they were vot going listen +o the vin e,

He also said, imagive how they felt- they thonght that they were saving the world because +hey
thought, they really did thivk that they were the only people left. They felt that they were like m
and evew though they were disousted by what they had +o do, they thought they had vo other



choice and they forced themselves to get pregnant by him. Avd later, he said that later on wien
they were pregnavnt, they also found out that they weren't +the ouly people in the world, and they
were tranmatized from the fact that they had childrew from their father or were going o have
childrew from their father and that the world wasw't goivg to be destroyed and that's whew the
VN X! came Fo thewm and told them +o make up a whole story and they said vo that they have +o
tell the truth and that they were RpiT going to wame the children after the father +o hivt to and
+o allnde +o where the source of i+ came from, v order +o XpIT show that i+'s vot from Hashewm and
it's not this immaculate, he didn't say immaculate conception, but he did say that the vin X was
trying o get them to create a new religion 1500 vears earlier just like Christianity, but much much
earlier in time which would've been much much worse.

T took a lot of notes as he was speaking, but otherwise the story is very much the same. T did vot
say the story. T just mentioned the topic and we both decided that i+ makes wmore sense +o just let
Uncle Mordechai tell me the story and just corroborate whether or ot it's true and T +told him the
name of the rav that you heard i+ from and that it's for the most part accurate and Uncle
Wordechai had already told me all the precursor information of a young Rav Woshe and all the post
information such as the N1 nxpn and why he felt that i+ was important to be able to

be D0aN v order that people understand what 17 NN were doivg and +hivking and +heir
perspective and to really justify what they did and +o protect them.
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The Hirsch Chumash Bereshis 19:31-36

In this story, U1t 12'ax8N NN is repeatedly stressed as the motive of the act. In passing judgment on the
act, then, we should not overlook the motive.

Lot’s daughters believed that man was no more on earth. With the approaching death of their father,
they saw themselves alone in the world. This fear — together with concern for the survival of the human



race — drove them to commit the crime. The motive of the crime was a moral consideration. Not only
did they not see anything wrong with the act, they even regarded it as right and proper.

Our Sages (Horayos 10b; Bereshis Rabbah 51:8) take the dot over nnipal as an allusion that he, Lot, was
not entirely innocent.
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The Sequence of Events in the Old Testament, p. 130 (R’Eliezer Shulman)
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Biblical Images, p.100-101 (R’ Adin Steinsaltz)

In a larger context, the story of Ruth is an example of a process, a vast ordering of forces and events
which extends throughout the Bible. It is a story in which people finally find their rightful place, and in
which personal, family, and historical connections finally come to fulfillment. It is not always clear how
this happens; but in one way or another, many cycles are completed here.

The sages have already commented that Ruth perfected, or in other words, redeemed several figures
from the distant past. Hence, her association with the kings of Moab, because, in the language of the
Lurianic Kabbalah, she redeemed the holy spark of Moab. Here, an ancient, forgotten link is once again
revealed, and the concealed essence of Moab is made manifest.

According to the book of Genesis, Moab was the son of Lot, the close relative of Abraham, not only his
brother’s son but perhaps also his brother-in-law. In a sense, Lot was Abraham’s counterpart, his
companion who endeavored to imitate him. The similarity between Abraham and Lot is, of course, only
partial, because Lot had many failings, ending his life in a way that was both sad and unpleasant, and his
heirs were children born of an incestuous relationship. Nevertheless, it is possible here to trace a
continuous line. In another biblical story — the selling of Joseph — the same idea appears. In the Midrash,
it is considered that, in this story, the different patterns of history with their many-sided events and
actions, good and bad, finally gather into the “light of the Messiah:” that is, out of the intentional and
the unintentional, the beautiful and the ugly, something emerges. The good deeds remain, and the
faulty elements tend to disappear, allowing other aspects to come to the fore. Even where something is
primarily evil, no particle or spark of goodness is lost. The sparks, connecting, finally manifest
themselves, sometimes after many generations, and in a striking way. Thus, a recessive gene may pass
from one generation to the next without any sign of its existence, until with the passage of time and
genetic recombining, it is revealed as inherent strength. If it is a question of a rare quality or attribute in
a human being, such a child justifies the long chain of history. So it was with Lot, who had superior
attributes which were not destroyed. Lot was devoted to the principles of hospitality. His daughters,
despite the vileness of their deed, acted as much from the wish to preserve the human species — as it
seemed to them — as from passion or lust. It is even possible to detect a veiled similarity between the
act of Lot’s daughters and Ruth’s approach to Boaz many generations later. There was a deep
commitment to the continuation of the line, the need to hold fast to the thread of generations, both in
the delicacy of Ruth’s hint and in the crudeness of Lot’s daughters’ act. Yet it is the good intention that
persisted through time.



Ruth was the daughter of Eglon, King of Moab, a descendant of the line of Balak who, according to the
sages, evinced reverence for the God of Israel and for prophecy. Eglon, too, rose in honor of the one
who brought him God’s word. The assumption was that noble characteristics and qualities never
disappear or are altogether lost but are merely hidden from sight. At the right moment, in the right
place, they burst forth like a spring, purified of evil.
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Double Take, p. 47-49 (R’ Jesse Horn)

After Sdom’s destruction, Lot and his daughters escaped believing that the entire world had been
destroyed. With a pure and caring desire to repopulate the world, each of Lot’s daughters separately got
him drunk, and unbeknown to him, had relations with him. Even though Lot was drunk and unaware of
the entire event, it still reveals a great deal about Lot’s character. Additionally, this narrative also offers
insight into Lot’s daughters and how he raised them. The question is: what insights can we glean from
the narrative?

Remarkably, Lot accompanies Avraham for the first half of his documented adulthood and moves to
Sdom for the second. Lot’s division of time between the two may explain more than just Lot’s
geographical whereabouts. Ideologically, Lot identified with both Avraham and Sdom. Lot, committed to
living in two worlds, and sitting on the fence, was incapable of fully committing to the ideology Avraham
lived by. Yet, at the same time, he was different from the other inhabitants of Sdom.

Hypocrisy captures Lot’s personality. Revealingly, he acknowledges his search is for a place that is 'n |2
like the garden of Hashem and D' xn Y1XD like the land of Egypt because, in truth, Lot desires both. He
sincerely values and even aspires for 'n |a the garden of Hashem and everything that it represents.
However, he cannot get past his desire for n"xn yaX the land of Egypt and what it embodies as well.

Based on this we can understand that when Avraham first shares the news and command of 77 317 go for
yourself with his family, Lot passionately accompanies him, for ideologically, Lot was on the same page
as Avraham. The Torah can accurately comment 017 INX 7'l and Lot went along with him. Yet,
immediately a shift occurred and he was subsequently being taken by Avraham, because he lost his
drive. Lot lacks full dedication, and half-interest does not last. That is exactly why Lot’s ability to
generate initial excitement was easy for him but maintaining it was not. Sustaining that drive requires
serious conviction, something that Lot lacked.

Lastly, Lot welcomes in his guests, insisting that they sleep at his home Nn'a 7& X2 N10 2 TX X2 "IN NN
D221 T7 DNO7N1 DNNDWAI D727 IXNNI 1271 DDTAY and he said, ‘Behold my masters, please turn to the
house of your servant, sleep here, wash your feet, wake up and continue on your journey’. And when the
lust-driven mob came for the guests, he protected them. Lot, being the wonderful host he was, did not
and would not allow the mob to sodomize his guests. Caring for and welcoming guests reflects
Avraham’s influence. However, by offering his daughters to the mob, he discloses another element of
his character; promiscuity does not bother him. That is precisely why he moved to Sdom in the first
place. Offering his daughters to the mob reveals Lot’s identification with Sdom’s values.

Furthermore, Lot’s daughters mistakenly thought that the world was destroyed, and tricked him into
having relations with them. They were raised by Lot, in Sdom. It should come as no surprise that they on
the one hand cared enough for the world to perpetuate it and ensure its future, yet on the other hand,
they were too quick to have relations with their father, surely they should have investigated the
situation first. They too, like their father, were kind and loving people and really excelled in mitzvos bein
adam la’chaveiro. However, also like their father, they permitted and felt comfortable with unethical
behavior and promiscuity.
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Not only did Lot’s daughters inherit this mindset from their father; sadly, Lot may have even received it
from his father, Haran. Chazal claim Haran too was indecisive and straddled the fence. After Avraham
was thrown into the Kivshan HaAish, Haran was asked where he sided and responded,

2' [n'o N7 nw1o (N1 nw19) (X17'1) D21 N'wXIA

TY'W 1D ,XIX TINNIT AKX KIX TINN1 DX ORI XIX ONN2ANRT 0 INIX XIX DNNANR DX OX (W91 NN
12 NNNAEIRT INRY7UNTINIT70Y ,XIR DNNAX D [IN7 AR DX [XAT D7 0K, 71I81 UKD W27 DNNAX

I'un

Haran cold not commit fully either. He waited to see whether Avraham would survive before taking a
stance. It is sad that Lot could not commit, but significantly sadder knowing his family history. It is even
sadder knowing that his father’s inability to commit led to death, and in spite of this, Lot could not
conjure up enough strength to dedicate himself.

Teachings p. 72-76 (R’ Asher Brander)

7. Destruction of Sodom

8. Saving of Lot and daughters

We may also pose a second fascinating Masoretic question: To-
; s . N 9. Union of Lot with his daughters
rah text is broken up into Masoretic breaks, known as parshiyos

(not to be confused with our weekly readings more precisely We must wonder why there is no break here.

known as sidros). These divisions, according to the Talmud, A stunning Midrashic insight provides us with a key to our
are Divinely ordained. Each parsha delineates a move to a dif- problems:

ferent topic or subtopic; events within one parsha are deeply “_. Arise [Lot], take your wife, and your two daugh-
connected. Remarkably, seventy-one pesukim — from the an- ters that are found. "™ Rabbi Tovia said: That means
gelic appearance to the episode of Lot and his daughters — have two “finds,” Rus and Naama. Rabbi Yitzchok com-

no break in the text even though they cover such disparate top- mented: “1 have found Dovid My servant.”™ Where

ics as: did 1 find him? In Sodom.*

Avraham is the culmination of twenty generations of refine-

1. Angelic appearance and Avraham’s hospitality ment; his son Yitzchok, the first born-Jew, constitutes an infu-

2. Sara’s denial of laughter sion of light into a very dark world. God created His world for
the Jewish People. In classic Midrashic terminology, we are

3. Hashem informing Avraham of impending So- the reishis, the primary fulfillment of God’s purpose for This
dom destruction World. Our job, in turn, is to display/demonstrate Hashem’s

presence in and to the world.
4. Avraham's negotiations for Sodom ) '
But this is not the end of the story - there is an entire rest of the

5. Angelic appearance to Lot world. All of humanity is part of Hashem’s master plan. God

certainly does not forsake them!
6. Sodomite mob

- = Hashem must descend deep to provide an access point for those
¥5. Bava Metzia 86,

86. Bereishis 19:15

72 / VAYEIRA 8. Tehillim 89:21.

88. Bervishis Rabba 41:4.
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who are searching for more. And so He does. In the deepest,
darkest place known to man, amidst all the schmutz (filth), a seed
of light, from which shall grow tremendous brilliance and ulti-
mate world redemption, is sown. The name of this ultimate dirt
— Sodom; and from where does this seed of light emerge...?

Consider Lot who drags himself along after Avraham — for all
the right reasons — to Eretz Yisrael. Ready to leave a comfortable
family and the Fertile Crescent, he heads for parched Canaan.
However, once there, he is lured by the wrong things, ultimately
investing himself in depraved materialism and immorality (So-
dom). It blows up in his face, mamash. Too ashamed to return
to Avraham, he ends up in a cave with his two daughters; for
all intents and purposes, his world is over. His daughters refuse
to despair, and take immediate, bold, and unorthodox action.
More shocking than their behavior, however, is the Talmudic
appellation:

.. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korcha said: A man must al-
ways be as alert as possible to perform a mitzva, for
as reward for preceding the younger by one night,
the elder daughter [of Lot] was privileged to appear
in the genealogical record of the royal house of Is-
rael four generations earlier. o

A mitzva might not have been our initial assessment of these
events!

X9, Nazir 23b, Oved, Yishai, Dovid. and Shlemo through Rus. while Rechuviam was 3 sor of Naama. the Ammoaitess
fard Shlomo)

A point of wonder: As Sodom is blowing up, Lot escapes to his
deep, dark cave with his daughters, who intoxicate their father.
Ever wonder where the wine came from? Listen to the midrash
(we focus on the second approach):

Whence did they procure wine in the cave? Since
they [the Sodomites] had an abundance of wine they
stored it in caves. Rabbi Yechuda ben Shimon said: A
tastc, as it were, of the Messianic Age was provided
for them, as you read, “And it shall come to pass in
that day, that the mountains shall drop down sweet
wine. "™

Incredible — Messianic wine provided by the Divine Waiter was
hidden in the cave! It is all part of a big plan.

And yet from these unions emerge Moav and Amon, nations
even more reviled than Edom and Mitzrayim:

An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter into the con-
gregation of the Lord... ever... Because they met you
not with bread and with water in the way, when you
came out of Egypt; and because they hired against
you Bilam... You shall not loathe an Edomite, for he
is your brother; you shall not loathe an Egyptian,
because you were a stranger in his land”'

Amon and Moav carry that most hated of human traits — in-
gratitude. The one who fails to recognize goodness is hopeless
— and anathema to the Jewish People.

9. Yoel 408,
91 Derarim 2345

But from this darkness emerges a brilliant light (planted ever so
subtly in Sodom), in the form of Rus. At the beginning of the
book of Rus, when Elimelech seeks refuge from responsibil-
ity, he goes to Moav, but the Moabites (truc to form) refuse to
recognize their obligation of gratitude and kindness. Elimelech
and his children perish. Rus returns home with Naomi. Coaxed
by Naomi, Rus gleans from Boaz’s field and then agrees to
marry him. Boaz sees the big picture:

And he said, “May you be blessed of the Lord, my

daughter; your latest act of kindness is greater than

the first, not to follow the young men, whether poor

or rich.” ... Said Rabbi Elazar: He intimated to her,

the royal house of Dovid is destined to come forth

from you”
Rus sacrifices to go with Naomi. More, she is willing to marry
Boaz, an older man.” Rejecting crass materialism and spurn-
ing immorality, Rus, ultimate giver, understands holiness, and
wants it when she sees it. The seed sown in Sodom has returned
home! Rus redirects the human craving for sanctity to its source
in This World, a combination which will ultimately yield the
Moshiach.
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Abraham’s Journey, p. 176-178 (R’ Joseph Soloveitchik) (from Michal Horowitz)

Saving Lot’s Daughters

The angels left Abraham and went to Sodom to destroy the city and save Lot and his family. To
understand their mission, let us read a very strange and puzzling talmudic passage:

X TNy TV T NiN2* NdoN 211 TN

X701 ,'TINQ NNY "MINAK IR CTIT AR 779 21MD 190 N'7'ana 'K "IN "MK TR 2MDT 'KN LN WA T
A'NNYUN 'YUTR NWL "TAY TIT 'NKRXN 22N XON ,NIKXNIN 2A'ND DNn ,"7V 2IN) 190 N7'anav MmyT

David thought that he had just entered Jewish history, that he had entered our annals and become a
historical figure when the prophet Samuel anointed him with holy oil. He did not know that the Almighty
had been concerned about him centuries earlier when He saved Lot and the angels told him, “Take your
wife and your two daughters who can be found.”

Why were the angels so concerned about Lot’s two daughters? Why did they specifically tell Lot to take
the girls out of the city because of its impending destruction? The reason is that Lot’s daughters were
the ancestors of the Messiah. Ruth, a descendant of Moab, was the mother of the Davidic dynasty (Ruth
4:17). Naamah the Ammonitess was the mother of Rehoboam (I Kings 14:21), and the King Messiah will
be a descendant of David, Solomon, and Rehoboam. God did not send the angels because He was
interested in Lot or in his daughters. He was interested in something else — the Messiah. The great vision
of a redeemed world would have been made impossible if Lot’s daughters had been destroyed in
Sodom. The is why the Torah is so interested in telling us the strange story of the act of incest that took
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place in the cave. Why else would the Torah record such an ugly event? It is not a story of incest. It is the
story of the Messiah.

The personality of the King Messiah is not monotonic. God weaves the personality of the Messiah with
vast amounts of multicolored threads, like Joseph’s shirt. The messianic soul is iridescent, multi-
talented, rich in thought-filled volition, and will be endowed with talents that seem mutually exclusive.
But everything good and fine and noble in man must be passed on to the Messiah. He will have the
capacity for gevurah and hesed. He will be a hero with unlimited power and strength who will defend
justice. He will also be a man of unlimited loving-kindness, humble and simple. All these capabilities,
capacities, and talents will merge in beautiful harmony in the King Messiah. The Messiah will represent
creation at its best. Apparently, then, Lot’s daughters had something beautiful in them to contribute to
the Messiah’s rich and powerful personality. If there is something fine in the non-Jewish families of the
earth, it, too, will be passed on to the Messiah.

X TNy 10 QT NiNQ' Ndon 711 TN

NIDI2 MY :0NNAKRY KN N2 WITRN A7 MK 70NTRN DINSWN 75 72127211 20T 'R ITY7R " nkd
NNV NNYAl AR DN, )Nant 7w naao

Lot’s daughter had something beautiful to contribute to the emerging personality of the King Messiah.
What did this primitive girl possess that the Almighty, gathering virtues and noble traits from all over the
world, picked up? She was uncouth and primitive, she committed incest, and yet she was the great-
great-grandmother of Ruth. The Messiah will be her descendant!

She was under the impression, says Rashi (Gen. 19:31), that a cosmic cataclysm had struck and only
three human beings had survived. (Years ago, we were unable to imagine this, but now we understand
that it is something that can happen any day.) She acted as she did because she wanted to save
humanity. This girl wanted to rebuild the world, to start from scratch and raise another race to take the
place of the human race, which she believed had been destroyed simultaneously with the destruction of
Sodom. This was heroism of an undreamt caliber. Instead of giving up, she had the courage to try to
rebuild the world, to make a new humanity arise from the ashes of Sodom. She convinced her younger
sister. Never mind that their method was primitive and crude. These two girls took upon themselves an
impossible task, something staggering and awesome.

17-X7 2109 V' P19 (X' YD) N'WRID
FPIRTRD T2 WhHY NIZP PINT PR R R WEN TRIIOR 703 AN
IVLWENR T Y IEDYR PLRENTY IpY 795

The plan per se was reprehensible, but their motivation was imaginative, noble, and heroic. The King
Messiah will save the world. Indeed, he will achieve what his great-great-grandmothers wanted to do.
The great-great-grandson, the King Messiah, will accomplish what the lonely girls could not. The heroism
of Lot’s daughters consisted in their commitment to mankind and their urge to save it.
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Genesis (From Creation to Covenant), p. 208-210 (R’ Zvi Grumet)

Lot’s Daughters

When the townspeople demand that Lot hand over the two strangers to be Sodomized. Lot pleads with
them, offering his virgin daughters for their pleasure instead. This extraordinary act of Lot’s
magnanimity is a grotesque perversion of the Abrahamic selflessness and generosity of spirit.

Circumstances in the following days take Lot’s perversion and turn it on its head, so much so that we
don’t know whether to cheer or jeer. Hiding in a cave, Lot’s daughters — the very ones he offers to the
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Sodomite mob — look at the destruction and are convinced that not only is Sodom destroyed, but that
the entire world has ceased to exist. Instead of the world being obliterated by water it is now consumed
by fire. They, too, decide that an act of selflessness is necessary — not to save their guests, but to save
the human race. After all, as far as they know, the only ones to survive the destruction of the world are
in that cave.

Knowing that their father will never consciously agree to their plan, Lot’s daughters get him drunk and
lie with him so that they may bear children and begin the repopulation of the world. Their choice stands
in stark contrast to Noah and his wife, who after the Mabul, despite being commanded repeatedly to be
fruitful and multiply, never have additional children. It is also reminiscent of the story of Ham and Noah,
where there is also drunkenness following mass destruction, after which there is an act with sexual
overtones. The difference between them, however, cannot be more pronounced. While Ham's actions
are deemed selfish and condemned by Noah, Lot’s daughters act selflessly in their attempt to save what
they believe is all of humanity.*

11. The generosity of Lot’s daughters reappears later in the Bible. The Torah explicitly forbids
intermarriage with descendants of Ammon and Moab (the sons Lot had by his daughters), and
explains that they did not greet the Israelites with bread and water upon their exodus from
Egypt (Deut. 23:5). This makes sense only when we recall that the redeeming quality of their
forebears was selflessness and they chose to suppress that quality when it came to the
Israelites.

By contrast, Ruth the Moabite is brought into the Israelites fold as a mother of royalty,
presumably because of her selflessness vis-a-vis her mother-in-law, Naomi. Moreover,
Solomon’s wife, who becomes the mother of the entire Davidic dynasty, is an Ammonite woman
(I Kings 14:21). Rabbinic tradition also distinguishes between the males and females,
maintaining the prohibition against intermarriage for the former but suspending it for the latter
(Yevamot 76b-77a).

Like Lot’s selflessness, his daughters’ selflessness is a perversion of Abraham’s loving-kindness. Lot
offered them and they now offer themselves. Lot teaches them to sacrifice themselves for a greater
good and in the end, they do — although the greater good is not quite what Lot intended. Abraham’s
influence, albeit distorted, actually extends beyond his nephew to his nephew’s daughters. Abraham
thinks that he failed with Lot, yet little does he know how much impact he has had, on both Lot and his
daughters.
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The two messengers arrived in Sodom in the evening, as Lot was sitting in the gate of
Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to greet them and, bowing low with his face to the
ground,
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he said, “Please, my lords, turn aside to your servant’s house to spend the night, and bathe your feet;
then you may be on your way early.” But they said, “No, we will spend the night in the square.”
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But he urged them strongly, so they turned his way and entered his house. He prepared a feast for them
and baked unleavened bread, and they ate.
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Artscroll Ramban footnote 5

The fact that the angels did go into Lot’s house in the end is an indication that they wanted to do so all
along. They refused at first, only in order to compel Lot to urge them, thus earning more merit for his
insistence. It was this merit that ultimately entitled Lot to be saved from the destruction of Sodom...

Or - The “extra merit” Lot earned by being insistent with the angels was not what saved him from the
destruction of Sodom. Rather, it raised him to the level of righteousness required to be able to host the
angels in his house.
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The Historical Haggada, p. 128 (R’ Nachman Cohen)

On the night of 15 Nisan, Sedom was destroyed. Lot was led to freedom by an angel sent for this
purpose.

(It is interesting to note that Lot’s daughter conceived Mo’av, the precursor of Mashi’ach, on 16 Nisan.
Ruth, the great, great, grandmother of King David was a descendant of Mo’av. From the ashes of
destruction are born the seeds of salvation.)

Nnoo 7¥ nTan

N2T DRNAKI,N0Y 70V 1iYYT 12T Y 1720 7X1,N092 NiXN Niay 0'¥¥N T'WON ,N092 Di*D DN AROT I'NYT
.N0Y

,N0Y Y72 NOX NixXN1 DN LI7 Y70 ,N09A WK 10DI71 DNITO MNYIT

NTANN NNXIX

WORYD DR WAR DR PORD NN
DWIDHS TWTD ADED MR DNy DERN TYOR
NX YONN WAR  ONIARw  onb ameonw
WY MW MO /M¥D MY noDa ToRMN
MIN ORW WM Y WP WY 0 m rwx)

.noDa

™1 ,"NDD 17pa Y PhY UTD nawm pren IR

asn onY N3 mED 22 ¥R DIRD MoRw

onos Mmoo A1) NOD 372 YR Nt avwy
SOSD Y (e wha NN ,GOoxe At oy

TOW @ nm ) WITHN N2TH NWpa I8eh N3N
93 XS R NOD MV WM ,N0DN OB 8
Rizarialiakiahtarsiiofialyivi BRislotsn B

22



men v 19N NN
19v% Mawan DD YRS MEN MR o o von
TWOIRIT (X v W) PI0DY WMDNW Nwpn
Y™ NR DR VISW NN 22 OnTD DUIRYRN
WM IPAR DX DX DUORYMA 1IRRAw O IMNA
YPY AMANW WIDY AN31 .NDD YRa X9 MoTa 1"v)
JmoD Sw pwxl 1w ar

DDA WNI VY DOITD MY PR hn
N'37 9505 naTm0 ADD3 N3 NS DUTD
MX PRA 132 TONW 2 5HY NN DINRW
an oh3 o0 1T nhw pw T o onw Y
I DMW 93 Anth DITO NN YRwm Mo

TOD I MWY DY joran o
DMBR 137 WD 0D T MED B P 1pan AN
wob naw APOn Pyn SRI2maRy onvnn
T DAY Wr MW aRYMY N MIAR DNNIXRW
.NDDA OY T IPAN 0 N3 ANw

W nwYnn 81N TN SR113RS onvnn WD MY
DIOHW UTHN MIMDW AT wITeM 190% N3

IV W MY’ (5 25 X3P NODT W OPI PP NN P
T TWW OIaK Mot uH Mm% TS T D N

1D DX 1073 1"V O3 N2 DORYHN WD UTDn 'Y

P Vo 9931 XD M0 Ora Anh oTo nYon

RPNT WK DMWY JOUDN MKW 0w wre
0D H AWWY MImon XOX "0 901

7Y NODT '3 OPA VDN TOW M) ,NDDI DIRONY

U1 PHMY DITA WX DY ,TYIm 13 AN P2 9N

Y IR WO IX MW TP AT AR W T 103
R VPRV

T [1'0 1 W9 (X' Nw19) (X17'1) D21 N'wXIA

n9X NIxXnNi

NTN N N7 DONXR NINENM 777 X100KX '7X7 2N 07 MR KINT ,N'n 7Y N TRy 02 nixn gyt 1"X
.NJN X97' 'Ya NN XY XN1I0

g TR [P s ATy 1303 T WK TP ) iadwr oD

They had not yet lain down, when the town council [and] the militia of Sodom —insignificant and
influential alike, the whole assembly without exception—gathered about the house.
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And they shouted to Lot and said to him, “Where are the ones who came to you tonight? Bring them out
to us, that we may be intimate with them.”
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So Lot went out to them to the entrance, shut the door behind him,
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and said, “l beg you, my friends, do not commit such a wrong.
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Look, | have two daughters who have not known a man. Let me bring them out to you, and you may do
to them as you please; but do not do anything to the others, since they have come under the shelter of
my roof.”
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Artscroll Bereishis p. 684
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The prevention of perversion can take priority over the prevention of natural forms of immorality (Harav
David Cohen).
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Heaven forbid that he abandoned his daughters. It is rather like one who tells another: ‘My house is
open; take whatever you please!’ Or like one who thrusts himself upon his attacker and offers, ‘Slay
me!” knowing that he wouldn’t. They therefore ordered him to stand back knowing his offer was
insincere (R’ Chananel).

According to Abarbanel, Lot made the insincere gesture of offering his daughters in order to gain time;
he hoped against hope that in the interim his guests would be able to flee.
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But they said, “Stand back! The fellow,” they said, “came here as an alien, and already he acts the ruler!
Now we will deal worse with you than with them.” And they pressed hard against that householder —
against Lot—and moved forward to break the door.
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But the agents stretched out their hands and pulled Lot into the house with them, and shut the door.
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And the people who were at the entrance of the house, low and high alike, they struck with blinding
light, so that they were helpless to find the entrance.
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Then the agents said to Lot, “Whom else have you here? Sons-in-law, your sons and daughters, or
anyone else that you have in the city—bring them out of the place.
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For we are about to destroy this place; because the outcry against them before nin* has become so
great that nIn' has sent us to destroy it.”
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Artscroll Ramban footnote 59

Not only did God not punish the righteous for the sins of the wicked, but He was prepared to save some
of the wicked in the merit of the righteous.
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So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who had married his daughters, and said, “Up, get out of
this place, for j71;7' is about to destroy the city.” But he seemed to his sons-in-law as one who jests.
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As dawn broke, the messengers urged Lot on, saying, “Up, take your wife and your two remaining
daughters, lest you be swept away because of the iniquity of the city.”
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The Elucidated Rashi on Chumash

Bereishis Rabbah (41:4; 50:10) interprets NRXN1N 7'M 'NY NXI to mean “and your two daughters who
will be found.” This is an allusion to Rus the Moavite and Naamah the Ammonite, two righteous
descendants of Lot. Rus converted to Judaism and married Boaz, and became the mother of the House
of David. Naamah was an Ammonite convert who married Shlomo HaMelech and was the mother of
Rechavam, his heir to the throne. The verse uses the term Nxx¥nin, who will be found, because these
two righteous women were “finds” who emerged unexpectedly from inferior nations, like when a
person is looking through a pile of useless items and unexpectedly discovers a “find” hidden among
them (Maharzu there 41:4; Tiferes Tzion there 50:10).
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Still he delayed. So the agents seized his hand, and the hands of his wife and his two daughters—in
?1i7Y's mercy on him—and brought him out and left him outside the city.
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When they had brought them outside, one said, “Flee for your life! Do not look behind you, nor stop
anywhere in the Plain; flee to the hills, lest you be swept away.”
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But Lot said to them, “Oh no, my lord!

DRI Np OB PRI SR TTRY Y WK TeN ST by TRy )i Ny
R YT PRI T v

28



You have been so gracious to your servant, and have already shown me so much kindness in order to
save my life; but | cannot flee to the hills, lest the disaster overtake me and | die.
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Look, that town there is near enough to flee to; it is such a little place! Let me flee there—it is such a
little place—and let my life be saved.”

The Hirsch Chumash Bereshis 19:20

Lot repeatedly stresses that the city is 2wuxn. qWxN is not an adjective, but a noun; not “it is small,” but “it
is a negligible, insignificant thing,” offering no wealth or comfort. From the strict order “Do not look
back!” Lot understood that the loss of all his property had been imposed upon him as a deliberate
punishment; only his life was to be spared. But he argues that this city offers so little and is so poor that,
even if he should be allowed to stay there, it would be — after the years of plenty in Sedom — as though
only his life was spared.
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He replied, “Very well, | will grant you this favor too, and | will not annihilate the town of which you have
spoken.
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Hurry, flee there, for | cannot do anything until you arrive there.” Hence the town came to be called
Zoar.
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As the sun rose upon the earth and Lot entered Zoar,
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nIN' rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah sulfurous fire from nIN' out of heaven—
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annihilating those cities and the entire Plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities and the vegetation of
the ground.
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Lot’s wife looked back, and she thereupon turned into a pillar of salt.
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Next morning, Abraham hurried to the place where he had stood before niny,
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and, looking down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and all the land of the Plain, he saw the smoke of the
land rising like the smoke of a kiln.
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Thus it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the Plain and annihilated the cities where Lot dwelt,
God was mindful of Abraham and removed Lot from the midst of the upheaval.

The Hirsch Chumash Bereshis 19:29

Throughout this whole section we find the name 'n; only here do we find 0'p78 Nnnwa — the attribute of
Divine justice. As regards Lot, the salvation was an act of mercy, whereas the salvation of Avraham, on
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the one hand, and the destruction of the cities of the plain, on the other, were acts of justice. And the
attribute of justice spares the guilty for the sake of the righteous: Righteous Avraham should not be
made to suffer on account of punishment meted out to a guilty man who is close to his heart.
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Lot went up from Zoar and settled in the hill country with his two daughters, for he was afraid to dwell
in Zoar; and he and his two daughters lived in a cave.
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And the older one said to the younger, “Our father is old, and there is not a man on earth to consort
with us in the way of all the world.

Artscroll Bereishis p. 713

Rav Yosef Kara suggests that the motivation behind Lot’s daughters’ scheme was prompted rather by
their observation that their father was old and it was futile to expect him to take a new wife, while at
the same time they would not find a husband, for they would not find a man willing to marry them since
they had lived among people who had deserved such a disaster. They therefore devised their scheme to
assure continuity of their father’s line.
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Come, let us make our father drink wine, and let us lie with him, that we may maintain life through our
father.”
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That night they made their father drink wine, and the older one went in and lay with her father; he did
not know when she lay down or when she rose.
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The next day the older one said to the younger, “See, | lay with Father last night; let us make him drink
wine tonight also, and you go and lie with him, that we may maintain life through our father.”
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That night also they made their father drink wine, and the younger one went and lay with him; he did
not know when she lay down or when she rose.
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Thus the two daughters of Lot became pregnant by their father.
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The older one bore a son and named him Moab; he is the father of the Moabites of today.

(OF DRI [IRYTIT RN N RLTIE Y NORM 1S ST NTTE A

And the younger also bore a son, and she called him Ben-ammi; he is the father of the Ammonites of

today.
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Stone Chumash p. 90

31-38. Lot's daughters: Moab and Ammon — the roots
of Jewish monarchy. [This therne is treated at length in the
Querview to the ArtScroll edition of Ruth | Lot's daughters
were modest, rightegus women whase actions were nobly
motivated. Thinking that the rest of the world had been
destroyed in the upheaval of Sodom — and that even Zoar
had been spared only while they were there — they felt that
£ was their respensibility 1o save the human race by bearing
children. even though the only living male was their own
tather. The Torah does not label their actions as incestuaus
secause they sincerely thought there was no other way to
rsure the propagation of the specics. Because their inten.

tions were pure, thay merited that amaong their descendants
would be Ruth, ancestress of David. and NMaamah, quesn of
Solomaon and mother of Rehoboam, his successor and the
nextlink in the Davidic chain (R Bachya ), Lot. however . was
nol comparable to his daughters: his intentions were ot at
4ll sincere. Even though he was intoxicated and unaware of
what he wazs deing the first night. he knew in the mormning
what had happened [see v, 37] — but allowed himselt ta be
intoxicated again, knowing fult well what the result would be
{Rashi). Unlike his daughters, he knew from the angels that
the upheaval was 1o affect anly a limited group of ¢ities, not
the whole world,
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Peninim on the Torah, 6" Series, p. 24-25

preceded her sister by one night, she merited that her descendant,
Rus, join Kial Yisrael four generations before Naamah, who descended
from the younger daughter. How are we to understand Rashi's
statement in light of Chaza?

Horav Eliyahu Meir Bloch, z.l, observes that reward and
punishment in the Heavenly court functions somewhat "differently"
than it does in our judicial system. Hashem views every action we
perform from both its positive and negative vantages. An individual
will be rewarded for positive and constructive actions. On the other
hand, Hashem will respond negatively to the unfavorable aspects of

TAK S1X 25U 19931 KAt x
imic dooh :‘" 11 0543 v frmax e PO anyaction.
ey made their father ] J !
night and the first-bors - (Lgt} dI'III‘]( wine on that Both of Lot's daughters were clearly righteous. They had
and lay with her father.” learned in Avraham's house to love Hashem. After witnessing the
(19:33) destruction of four large cities and the earth's swallowing up all the

ashi notes that regarding the younger sister, the Torah inhabitants of Tzo'ar, they were under the impression that a second
simply states, "And she Iy with him, fhe. yourger (s deluge had swept the world, leaving them the sole survivors. They

He explains that the youn 3 ; s acted as they did in the hope that Hashem would rebuild the world.

immoral and forbidden act, but ra{hcr f,:i f:::l:-htt'i'lgy T;]Zi ;T(;nate- ttl‘ua Their acts, however, indicated a level of moral indecency on their part.
T er sister. Vi : ;

The Torah, therefore, is lenient in not specifying her act. The repinlsiii TR oEy el daug tee sy e il

act of the first-born siste ) s s : Moav, which means "born of the father."” She obviously surpassed her
T, however, who also initiated it, is explicitly sister in brazen shamelessness, as she surpassed her in her desire to

noted.
propagate the world for the sake of Hashem's Name. She was
The Talmudin Bava Kama 38bseems to imply the opposite of rewarded for her positive act, while her indecent subconscious
wh.at Rashi is suggesting. The Talmud states that one should make intentions did not go "unnoticed."
mitzvah performance his greatest priority. Since the older daughter Y

Days of Deliverance, p.150-154 (R’ Joseph Soloveitchik)

The Roots of the Messiah

The concealed miracle of Hanukkah — the elevation of evil, the sanctification of the defiled soul and its
inclusion in the realm of holiness — is perhaps the most powerful vision of Judaism: “And God saw every
thing that He had made, and, behold, it was very good” (Gen. 1:31). If everything is good, then the good
can always be saved and raised up again, even if it has been defiled temporarily. This is the basis of the
most powerful vision of our history, the vision of the restoration of the kingdom of the House of David

and the King Messiah.

The Bible relates two curious episodes — regarding the daughters of Lot (Gen. 19) and Judah and Tamar
(Gen. 38) — as well as an entire book — Ruth — that concern the historical-biographical foundation of the
House of David. Lot’s daughter begat Moab, eventually leading to the birth of Ruth, David’s great-
grandmother, Tamar begat Perez, who led, nine generations later, to David.

In these stories, the Bible stressed the “hidden world” of the House of David, because the revealed
world is visible to all and needs no further elaboration. When people think of the kingdom of the House
of David, they see an image of romantic power of the distant past, a throne, a golden scepter, a crown,
and David’s mighty men. But if the idea of the kingdom of the House of David were limited to its political
achievements, the Jewish collective would have disappeared long ago, for one cannot live on the
glamour of past ages. Rather, the kingdom of the House of David embodied the spiritual strengths of
Israel, its belief in and fear of God, which saved the Jewish collective from extinction.
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The concealed world of the kingdom of the House of David is portrayed by the Bible as consisting, at the
very least, in the belief of “God saw all he had done and it was very good,” in the power of waiting and
hoping. The exalted powers of God were everywhere: in defilement and vulgarity, in primitive caves, in
the filthy houses of the Orient where prostitutes used to sit. Out of these, the House of David wove the
clothes of the kingdom of the Messiah!

A pair of vulgar, unwitting young girls, the daughters of Lot, were the sources of the power to begin
everything anew. They believed that the whole world had been destroyed, and it was up to them to
recreate it. True, they did it in a horrible way; but their primitive intention was good and demonstrated
a remarkable strength of spirit. That same strength is a foundation of the kingdom of the House of
David, of the eternity of Israel: the belief in tomorrow and in a kingdom of justice.

The halakhah demonstrates this in both a private and public way. Immediately after one buries a father
or mother — when all of life seems gray, pointless, and hopeless — the words ring out in the cemetery:
“May the Lord console you among the rest of the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.” This is accompanied
by “Yitgadel ve-yitkadesh, Magnified and sanctified be His great name in the world that is to be created
anew, where He will quicken the dead, and raise them up to life eternal; where He will rebuild the city of
Jerusalem and establish His Temple in the midst thereof...” One minute after the earth is laid on the
grave — condolence and affirmation of belief in the restoration of Jerusalem!

When a Jew sits on the ground on Tish’ah be-Av, he pours out his heart, “O God, remember what
happened to us” (Lam. 5:1; Kinah 7); he throws off his tallit and tefillin, and sinks into resignation, doubt
and sadness. Only a few hours later, when the sun grows red in the west, he wraps himself in his tallit
and tefillin, takes out a Torah scroll, and begs of God: “Turn from Your fierce wrath, and repent of this
evil against Your people” (Ex. 32:12). He says, “For You, O Lord, did consume her with fire, and with fire
You will in future restore her... Blessed are You, O Lord, Who comforts Zion and rebuilds Jerusalem”
(Nahem). Tish’ah be-Av exemplifies destruction and rebuilding on the same day. “On the day that the
Temple was destroyed, the redeemer was born” (Yerushalmi Berakhot 2:4). If not for the belief in the
future, exemplified by Lot’s daughters, the idea of the kingdom of the House of David could not have
been realized...

In truth, the concealed world of the kingdom of the House of David actually began with simple women,
who were naive and unwitting. But great powers of the soul are sometimes concealed beneath an
earthly surface of vulgarity. The sparks of sanctity smolder beneath gray mountains of ash. When God
weaved something great like the King Messiah, he gathers power from all over, as a bee collects nectar
from many flowers. Sometimes it is precisely in the lowest depths that

the hidden sparks are found. “He abhorred the tent of Joseph, and D119N VYR QI 7N OXN!L (T0)

chose not the tribe of Ephraim... He chose David also His servant, and
took him from the sheepfolds” (Ps. 78:67, 70). God did not discover the
Messiah among the proud sons of Ephraim, but in the simple David,

whom he lifted out of the sheep enclosures, out of the primitive

NX7AN NN 7Y 172 N2 (V)

stables. Elijah the prophet told R. Joshua b. Levi that the Messiah “sits at the entrance of the city among
the poor who are suffering from sicknesses” (Sanhedrin 98a). The concealed world of the Messianic idea
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can be found among beggars and lepers, the neglected of human society. God, the Eternity of Israel, has
strange ways of being manifested in each person. No matter how sunk in defilement each person may
be, there exists deep, deep in his soul something holy from which God spins the web of kingship.

The same miracle of the elevation of evil, the purifying of defilement, is what defined the concealed
world of Hanukkah. How nicely the Al ha-nissim prayer puts it:

You delivered the strong into the hands of the weak, the many into the hands of the few, the
impure into the hands of the pure, the wicked into the hands of the righteous, and the arrogant
ones into the hands of those who occupied themselves with your Torah.

One can understand why the passage states, “You delivered the strong into the hands of the weak, the
many into the hands of the few.” This refers to the military miracle. But what is the miracle of delivering
the impure into the hands of the pure? In fact, the latter is greater than the military miracle, of
delivering the strong into the hands of the weak. It is the miracle of elevating evil. The impure was not
destroyed by the pure, but was elevated and became pure. The wicked one, the cruel one, was not
annihilated by the righteous one, but he himself became holy. “He chose David His servant, and took
him from the sheepfolds.”

Ruth — From Alienation to Monarchy, p. 297-302 (Yael Ziegler)

Naomi’s Plan and its Precedents

Naomi’s plan appears to be based on solid biblical precedents. There are several noteworthy instances
in which desperate women contrive to ensure continuity by acting in a bold manner. This behavior is
consistent with the portrayal of women in Tanakh. Women are frequently depicted as deploying
courage and creativity to ensure continuity. In the story of the Exodus from Egypt, for example, the
midwives risk their lives to protect the Hebrew children, flouting a direct order from Pharaoh (Ex. 1:15-
21). In the next story, three women defy Pharaoh to save the newborn Moses: his mother, who
engineers an elaborate plan to hide him; his sister, who guards him; and Pharaoh’s daughter, who
adopts him (Ex. 2:1-10). In recognition of the courage and determination displayed by the women in this
story, midrashim supply numerous extra-biblical stories that underscore the extraordinary behavior of
the Israelite women in Egypt, who go to great lengths to obtain continuity.

There are two earlier biblical incidents that particularly hover in the background of the story of Boaz and
Ruth. In both occurrences, women who are desperate for progeny employ a boldly forward plan, along
with deception or lack of knowledge (indicated by the phrase /o yada), in order to trick a man into
sleeping with them. Intriguingly, these stories are linked by genealogy to our story. The first story is that
of Lot’s daughters, who get their father drunk in order to sleep with him (Gen. 19:30-38). The second
story is that of Tamar, who covers her face and pretends to be a harlot at the side of the road in a bid to
seduce Judah (Gen. 38). The story of Lot and his daughters results in the birth of Moab, from whom Ruth
descends. The episode of Judah and Tamar eventually produces Boaz. These stories, and the brazen
actions depicted in them, spawn the characters who feature in the third story, that of Boaz and Ruth.
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The similarity between the three stories is not limited merely to the resolute determination of the
female protagonists. There are quite a few intriguing similarities between these narratives. Each of
these stories begins with a separation between brothers. The destination of the protagonist (Lot, Judah,
Elimelekh) is in each case dubious, as he proceeds in the direction of an immoral culture (Sodom,
Canaan, Moab). The culture of these cities is depicted as the antithesis of Abraham’s character and value
system; it is characterized by cruelty and sexual immorality. By choosing to reside in a place of disrepute,
each of these departing characters essentially makes a decision to abandon Abraham’s vision, path, and
destiny. In abandoning Abraham, each relinquishes his right to God’s blessing to Abraham: the blessing
of progeny (zera) and land (aretz). Thus, those who desert Abraham’s path are left without progeny or
land, destined for erasure and the termination of their lines.

Lot is introduced into the narrative as an adjunct of Abraham. He accompanies Abraham to Canaan and
then to Egypt, and is with Abraham upon his return to Canaan (Gen. 12:4-5; 13:2). When the shepherds
of Abraham and Lot clash, Abraham suggests that Lot go either right (south) or left (north) (Gen. 13:9).
Lot, however, goes straight ahead, to the land of Sodom and Gomorrah, where the people are evil and
sinful to God (Gen. 13:10-13). Lot engages in an act of separation from Abraham (“And each man
separated from his brother”) and, by rejecting Abraham’s suggestions and journeying to a sinful place,
seems to rebuff Abraham’s divine destiny (Gen. 13:11)...

It seems that Judah has consciously abandoned his share in the destiny of the family of Abraham...

Elimelekh’s journey to Moab takes him away from Abraham’s path, removing him from the fate and
destiny of the Nation of Israel.

In each of these stories, the separation between brothers leads to catastrophe and endangers the
continuity of the family line. This appears to be a result of the decision to depart from Abraham’s path,
and simultaneously surrendering Abraham’s blessing of progeny. Moreover, rejection of one’s destiny
represents an existential threat and endangers one’s very continuity. Finally, by choosing to live in an
immoral culture, a society that has no future, these individuals doom themselves to suffer the same fate
as that non-viable society — erasure and discontinuity.

The women in these stories are faced with the extinction of their households, with a threat to their
continuity. The cities of Sodom and Gomorrah are devastated by a cataclysm caused by divine decree,
which completely wipes out their population. Lot’s daughters fear that there is no man left on earth who
can impregnate them and ensure continuity. In a similar vein, Judah'’s two elder sons die and he does
not allow his third son to marry their widow. Tamar justifiably fears that she will remain a childless
widow. Likewise, Naomi witnesses the deaths of her husband and sons. Regarding herself as too old to
have children (1:12), and her daughters-in-law as unmarriageable in Bethlehem, Naomi fears that her
family will be discontinued.

The women in these stories refuse to surrender to this fate. Each of them takes a bold initiative to
reinstate her line. Their determination to use all means at their disposal has the desired results: progeny
and continuity. Naomi’s bold plot, the peculiar mechanism that she employs to obtain continuity, is
therefore an expected, and perhaps accepted, mode of action for a virtuous biblical woman. In the final
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analysis, when the family line appears to be threatened (whether deservedly or not), the women resist.
They engage in unconventional, morally questionable behaviors in order to obtain continuity. This is part
of the legacy of the Davidic dynasty. Ultimately, the bringing of the Messiah is rooted in the courage and
determination to obtain continuity.

The Daily Aliyah, p. 17

Rav Moshe Feinstein explains that although Lot’s daughters were not proud of what they felt they
needed to do, they also thought it was important for people to know that their births were not
supernatural. To avoid people making a religion out of a presumably miraculous birth, Lot’s daughters
were willing to publicize their admittedly shameful acts to avoid any misunderstandings in the future.
Their honesty and willingness to face ridicule to avoid future misguidance are so impressive that
Mashiach will come from their lineage. This pursuit of intellectual honesty, regardless of the price, is
worth admiring and striving for.

Chatzos - 12:51 am

Alos HaShachar - either 3:50 am or (72 minutes before sunrise) 4:20 am
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