Jed H. Abraham

A Literary Solution to the
Name Variations of
Esau’s Wives

Introduction

One ol the more inrigaing phenomena of the Biblical text is the inci-
dence of personal name vanations. Some come readily to mind:
Abtamm—abraham:' Sarui— Sarah:? Hosen —Joshua* Esan  Fdomn? In
thoese rases, the variations are made explicilly, and, in the first and
Jast cases, lor explicitly stzled reasons. In many other cases, hierwever,
the fexl simply presenls narne variutions without any indication thar
the original names had in fact been changed or suprlemented
These variations appear to the madern reader as stark inconsistencies
i the lextt Such is the case of the names ol Bsau's wives:

Genesis 26:34-35 Genesis 36:2-3

When Fsau was forty years old, Esau ook his wives from winong
he ook te wife the Canaanite women —

JUDHMTH [DALNGHTER ©F BEERI ADAH DADGIITER OF ELON
THE HIITITE, and THE HITTITE, and

DASEMATH NIALIGIITER OF OHOLIBAMAH DAUGHTER GF
ELCOMN THE LIITTITE, AMAH DAUGITTER OF ZIBECGN

THE TIIVITE.
And they were o source of hitter-
ness 10 [suac and Reboelmh,
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(renesis 28:8-9

Esau realized thutl the Canaanite
women displeased his luther
Isaac. S0 Esau woenl to fshmael
and tock Lo wile, in addiion 1o
Lhe wives he Juel, And alsa

BMAHALATH 1IATGHTER O3 BASEMATH DDATUCHTER (3F
[SHMAEKL S1STER OF NEBAICTII, ISHMAERIL SISTER OF NEBAIOTH.

This anicle will review 1he axtensive b, 1o this auther, unsatisfy-
ing efforts of traditional Jewish commentators to resolve the incornsis-
tencies in the names of Fsaus wives, 1t will then propose g literary,
plain-scnse solution to the problem.

The Solutions of Traditional Jewish Exugesis

Traditional Jewish commentators have anempted to solva the problem
ol Fran's wives' name variations by resorting to onc or more of three
related propositions: (i) that Esuw’s wives were renamed, (i) that they
had more than one name at a vime, and/or (il that Fsau had more
than three wives, ‘The Bible, they maintain, does not prelend w be a
compicte history of the events it recounts. Rather, il presents only
those episodes which illustrate its major themes. Secondary cvents,
such as name changes and subsicliary marriages, are normually alluded
1o only in passing, Because the ancient reader would have been
faimiliar with the customs of multiple marnages and the changing of
narnes W reflect developments along the life ovele” he would nat
have tound the Bible's unexplained name vartalions o be as puzzling
as we do

Reashi
Thus, Rashi argues that Esau™s wives acquired new names or moni-
kers:®

* Adah, daughter of Elen the Hitite, is the original name of
Bascmath, daughter of Elon the Hinire, She was called Basemath o
inclicate thut she was worl 10 offer sweel smelling spices (besamin
as incense o idols ™

=  Oholibamuh, daughter of Anah, daughter of Zibeon the Llivire,
is the original name of Judith, daughter of Beeri lhe Hittite, Esau
called her Judith so as to deccive Tsaac his [uther into thinking that
she hud zbandoncd idotaty " “Tudith” is taken to be the fentinine
Form of "fudah” T will praise [the Lord™.12
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= Basenmath, daughter ol Ishmael, is the original nume of Maha-
kih, daughter of Ishmacl. She was called Mahaluh o confirm Lthe
nudrashic 1enet that one's sins are forgiven (mabal) as one enters
upon marriage M

Rashi felt compelled wr identify the Adah and Oholibamali of 36:2-
3 with the Basemath and Judith of 26:34 bocause #5:2 states: "Esau
took his wives from among the Canaanite women,” Had Adah and
Oholibamah heen different from Basenuth and [udith, or had they
been additional wives, the text would have emploved the standacd
formula: "And Csau took as wives,” rather than “Fsau ook bis wives,”
The fatter [ormulation implics thar these wives had already heen pre-
sented o the reader ™

There ate, however, several problems with Bashi’s solution.

= There is ¢ contradiction in the motivations behind Esau's re-
naming of Adah and Oholibamah, Adah was renamed Basemath to
vnderscore that she offered sweet smelling spices (besamingd as
incense to idols; by contrast, Esau changed the name of Oholibramah
to Judich (T will praise [the Lord]*) 1o conceal that she worshipped
idols. I is of course possible that Fsau married Oholibamah=|udith
afier he marricd Adah=Basemath und that bis attilude towareds the
clfeat of his wives' idolatry on his puremis had by then undergone 2
revision. The guestion would remain, however, why Esau would o
have given Basemath yer a third name -similar in meaning to Judith—-
ta accord with his revised attilude. Moreaver, the plain implication of
the order of the wext announcing the marriages is that he first maried
Judith={Oholibamah and 1hen Basemath=Adah 5

= According o Rashi, all the new names appear first in e text,
whereas the original names are listed second. In suppont of this
sequence, iU would be tempting 10 argue that, like the name Malw-
lath, the names Judich and Basemath are both martiage names, and
thus, they appropriatcly appear when Fsaw's marriages ace firs) men-
tioned. But Rashi does not make this argument. Indecd, o would tax
credulity 10 suggest thae Tsau-—even Esau—s;hould have broaceast his
betrathed's (Adab's=Rasemath's) idolatry in the presence of his prar-
ents un his wedding day." On the contrary, Rashi scems to suggest
thal Esau renamed Oholibumah-|udith, and also Adah~Basemath,
somne lime: after their marriages, afler their idotaty bad come to iri-
late his parents. This, too, however, would also tax creduliry,

* The motivation Rashi suggests tor the name changes—the
wives' idolatry—is not otherwise apparent in the text, It is cedainly
possible that it was Fsau's wives” idolairy which distutbed Tsanc and
Bebekah, bul it might equally have been some olher errant trait,
behavior ar condition. Although several midrashic sources claim that
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Judith and Dascmath were indeed idolatrous,'” their interpretations
do not appear 1o be offered as the plain meaning of the text.

Tbn Ezra and Rashbbam

Ibn Ezra dissents in part from Rashi's position, He agrees that Adah,
daughier of Elon, is Basemath, daughter of Flon, she hacd two names.
Likewise, Dasernuth, daughier of Ishmael, is Mahalath, daughter of
ishmael, she also had two names. “The are hundreds of such in-
stanwes In Seripture. . [Therefore] do not be surprised |a this phe-
nomenon] ¥ and it needs no further explication.™ But be contends that
Oholibamaly, daughter of Anah, daughter of Zibeon the Hivite, is not
Judith, daughier of Beert the Hittite, Judith did not qualify for rention
in the genealogical lists of Gen, 30 because shye was childiess and the
fists are concerned primarily with Esau's offspring. ¥ Oholibamah, whe
takes fudith's place in the lists, was Fran's fourth wite,

Ibn Erra docs nol well us what happened to Judith. Nor does he
tell us when Fsau married Oholibamah—was i before or after he
married Mahatath? These licunae are (illed by Rashbam: [udith died
childless after Esau married Mabalath=Basemath daughter of Ishmael.
Esav then moved froin Canaan 10 $e%ir where he mamicd Obwolita-
mah

According 1 Ramban, lbn Fara felt compelled to depant from
Rashi's interpretation because Rashi does not explain how Esau could
have accomplished o change inothe name not only of Judith bu adso
of her father. Morcover, Rashi's interpretation results in Basemath
being the unchjeationable original name of the pedigreed and
seeeptable daughter of lshmael (which Fsau changed to Mahalath
only o connote his own repentance), while ar the same time it is the
derogatory epithet pinned on the unpedigreed and unaccceplable
davgtiter of Elon the Hiuite, an inconsistency that Ibn Frra regards as
usterable

Thn Eara’s sohitien, however, does not alleviate either of these
objections, Kather, it aclually opens the possibility that Judith's=COho-
libamah's fathwr simply had two names also, and there is no need w
conchide that Judith and Gholibamah are different somen ™ And i,
like lashi's selution, leaves Esau married to two women each bearing
the same tull of 3 double name: Basemath=adah, daughter of Elon,
and Mahalath=Basemath, daughier of Lshimael.

Ramhoan

Perthaps because of these difficolties, Bamban offers a moditied ver-
sion ol Ibn Ezra’s explanation. He mainains that both fudith, daugh-
ter of Reeri, and Basemath, duughter of Elon, died childless, perhaps
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as punishment for the bitterness of spirit they caused Isaac and Rebe-
kah. Fsau then marticd the dereased Basemathvs sister, Adah, daugh-
ter of Elon, a5 well as another woman, Oholibamah, daughter of
Anah, daughter of Zibeon. When, llcr, he marricd Mahalath, daugh-
ter of Ishmael, he changed her name, wihich bas a repugznant conno-
tationl in Hebwew (frenn bofi=sickness), 1o Basemuth, which has g
pleasant connatution (from besamim=spices). By this name change,
he articulaied his love for Mahalath=Basemath—thut she was of fami-
ly 2nd, as a non-Canaanite, not “evil in the eyes of lsaac his father”
(Gen. 28:H). Thus, Mahalath=Rasemath waus Esau's fifth wilk.

Critique of the Solutions of Traditional Jewish Excpesis

Unfortunately, all these interpretations rely upon conjectural evenls
that do not cmerge from the plzin sense of the Liblical text, and none
compors with the major themes of the narracive:

+  According to lbn FrradRashbam, Esau married vil ancther
Canaanite woman afler he marricd Mahalath=Basemath, daughter of
lshmaet. This is most unlikely becavse Esan marmicd Mahalath= s
rath specifically 1o repent of his previous marrizzes w Canaanite
women!

* According 1o Rambun, Fsau was Dercaved of his originul Ca-
raanie wives as punishment for the bitterness thev caused his par-
ents; then, unchasiened, he promplly married two more Canaznite
wonen {including a sister of unc of the deceased); then, w0 mellify
his purcnts tor his many Canaanile marriages, he maried Mahalath,
daughter of Jshmaet;, but he renamed her Bascmnath atter one of the
deceased Canaanite wives who had caused his parents so much bit-
terness! This, e, is most unlikely.

Towards a Literary, Plain-Sense Solution

The scarch for a plausible, plain-sense solution o the problem of
Esau’s wives’ name varations nmist build upoen the wexgual coes and
Lhe major themes of the bitslical narrative

As the text reports, Esav decided to lake a third wile because his
ficst apd second wives, whe were Canaanile, displeased his parcnis.
He chose his cousin, the daughter of Tshmael his uncle. Although her
pedigree was acceptable to his parenis, her name happened to be
identical 1o that of his sccond wife—Bascmath ¥ Therefore, he
renamed her Mahalath, ™
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The nume Mahalath derives from the biblical verb hafab (piel,
Billat), "o make (the face of someone) sweet or pleasant,” and by
extention, “to induce 1o show favor in place of wrath and chastise-
ment" Aptly chosen by Fsau, Mahalath retains a shared meaning
with Basemath (=sweet smelling spices, incense) while at the same
time implying, as Rashi suggested, a new meaning: smabal (="to
[bring] forgivelness]) ™

Ezau hoped that his third mariage would mark 2 new beginning
for him and that his sarlier choices of wives from unaceeplable back-
grounds would be forgiven.® He did not rest conwenl, therefore, with
renaming only his third wife, Lest this name change appear to have
been opporiunistic—ta ameliorate the untenable coincidence of his
teing marrjed to two women bearing the same name, Basemath—he
alse renamer his other wives, The change of 1heir names, from Judith
and Basermath to Obolibamah and Adah, further signuled to his par-
ents that his change of heart wus sincere.®

Gholibamah may be rendered “my tent (obadd) is a shrine (he-
mab=high place, altar, shrine). "' Adah may be derived from ‘wdab,
"o cross over, pass on, advance”™® however, the signiflicance of this
name docs not lie solely in its meaning but also in its history. Adah
was the name of Lamech's [irst wife who bore him Jabal, “the ances .
tor of thase who dwell in wnts, .7 (Gen. 419,200,

In the biblical narrative until this poinl, Jacob, Esaw's younger twin
hrother who wus ultimalely favored by their parents, is described as a
humble dwcller of tents; Esau, by contrast, is portraved as a fierce
tiran of the field (Gea, 25.28). Tsau now rerwnnwed bis licst wives so as
to associale them with the theme of "tents *® Fsau, "the man of the
field,” the hunter, thus gave natice to his parents that be was forsak-
ing 1he wildness of the figld and would o his brolher Tacob as a
haumble “dweller of enes.”

The 1ext supplies additional clues that Judith and Basemath were
the wives' original names, The preceding episode old of Isaacs ex-
periences in the field {Gen. 26:13 f£)). He entered into a treaty wilh a
lacal polenlate, Abimedcch the Philistine, and his servants dug wells
The text specifically relates that his servants told him “about the webl
(et! oot ba-fe'er) which they thug near Beer-sheba (Gen. 26:32-33;
see also 20015,18-23,23). This phrase mimics the nane, Fudith, daugzh-
ter of Beeri (Yebudit hat He'erD » Likewise, the text calls the oath,
which Dound Tsaac and Abimelech to their ireaty, an wlsh (Gen.
205:28), This terra ovinics the name of Basciath's fa her, Ko

These wordplays are designed as notices to the reader of an os-
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sential connection between Tsaac’s adventures in the field and Esau's
improvident marriages, Esau married women from the cultural mifien
in which tis father circulated in his public role -—Judith, daughter of
Beeri (lrom feer, welld, i, the well-man, and Basemnath, daughter
of Elon (resonant with ‘glaef, oualh), ie, the treaty-maker® Jsaac,
whose father Abrahan had arranged for him an acceptable marriage
o 4 kinswoman (Gen, 243, neglected 1 do the same for his own son.
In tending to his aclivities in the field, aae develed insufficient
attention to the affairs of the tent %

For this neglect of Fsau, Tsaae was dealt messure lor measure:
Esau duly neglected Tsuac's sensibilities in the matter of his marriages,
which causcd bitterness of spitit (smorat reeah) w lsaac (Gen. 26:34).
Anct bor this insensitivity, Esau, 100, was dealt measure for measuie:
When confronted with Tsaac’s confirmation of the binlright blessing
to his rival twin Jacob, Esau in turn cried bitterly {(marak, Gon
27:34). The wives who had caused hilerness of spirtt to Isuae weould
not ear the benelficiarics of lsaac's blessing (Gen. 28:1-43.%

This analysis also helps explain the variation in the name of
Judith's=Ckholibamah’s father, Beeri=Anah the Hiite {Gen, 26-343/
Hivile (Gen. 35:23 Horite (Gen 36:20,24). The text states that Anah
(hrom ‘wyin, wellspring) was renowned for discovering well-water
{ypemim) in the wilderness (Gen. 32:240% o was also catled Beeri,
the well-man, ™ apparently to distinguish bim from his vnecle who was
also named Anah ™

Similarly, the varying usages, Hittite, 1ivite and Horile, may be ex-
plained as followvs: Hittite is a metonymn [or Canaanine. Thus, Jash, 1.4
uses the term “land of the Littites™ w refer wo the entite expanse of
Canaan.t! Hivite means yposher bavot, dweller of tent-villages * while
Florite means posber horim, 1roglodyte, cave-dweller ™ Read wopether,
these designations convey that Anah=Beeri the Tittite=Canaanile was
a cave-dweller when he lived in the mountainous Horite country of
Sefir (e, 360200, and he was a leol-dweller when he lived in the
less rugged land of Cansan (Gen. 36:2).% Roth ternms serve to associ-
ate hitn generally with the theme of "tent”™ in contrast to the theme of
“fietd". They consequently strengthen the association of his repentant
son-in-faw Esau with the themw of "ten” also ™ In cffecr, the ext is
sugecsling that the father of Esaw's Camuaniie wife Judith= Oholiba-
mah (="my tent is 4 shrine™) was 3 cave/tent-deeller, notwithstanding
that he was also associated with the wells of the field, Fsau hoped
this ideal pedigree would tther commened Judith 1o his parents, es-
pecially atter her name-change to Oholibumah.
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Conchision

The upshot of this nterpretation is a thoroughly harmonious render-
ing of the biblical text, Far from being stark inconsistencies, the name
variations of Bsau's wives emerge as subtle supports for a unifying
theme of the narrative: the superionity of the “tent™ of Jacal over the
“field” of Esau, and the ubimate repentance of Eszu alter his traumat-
ier loss of the birthright blessing to Jacob.

Although later prophetic and midrashic traditions have gencrally
portrayed Fsuu (=FEdom, =Rome; =the Christian Church)y as an unre-
deemed villain and oltimately a5 the clernal enemy of Jacob (=ls-
rael), 7 other strands bave secn him more sympathetically * Indecd,
the midrash cited by Rashi that Esau's sins were forgiven when he
married Basemath=Malalath™ is an example of this more sympathetic
strand, It is, in fact, the plain meaning of the bilslical text.

Noles

The auther would like we thank 13, Roberr T Bigges, Rabhi Rohoe Blae, T Banay
Eichler, En. tomman CGolby, 1% Ben 2 Katz, D, Sloayer 2. Leiman, 130 Tionnis Pandes,
Dh. Jueobe ). Schacter and Rabbi Woshe Solowewchik Tor their helphul commeons and
criticisns; amd lilwariaos Dan Shason gnd Andrew Wertheimer of the Spers Tostune
of Jowish Studies, Chicagn, Chirdes Joncs aod Justine Way of (he Cricntal Institute of
the U]li.'r'tl.\.-ﬂ._'_." uf {Zhi{:a‘gn‘ T, Wilkian Mewman and Heathor Socoman ol St-a];.u;}-_
Western Theological Seminany, Bvansion, UL, and Funice Tabor of Camen-Lvangehical
Thevdogieal seminary, Feanston, IUL, for ther gracious bibliographical assistace.

L "and you shall no longer Be called Alram, bot your name stall be Alraham, for T
make veu the Fther of 3 muliitode of nations” (Gen, 17-5).

2 Ak God snid o Alaabar, tAs for your wife Saul, yon shall nose call her Sanai,
basr her oaroe aball T sanahe " (Gen, L7150

A but Moses changeed the: nane of Hosea suncof an to Toshua” (M. 131488

4. *And Bsag said o Jacobh, Give me some of that reed soukf [#rez Aefors Mo-cedum bo-
eb| w gulp down, for [ am fandished'—which s shy he was neoned Edom [redl
(Gen. 25:20; e alsn 361,819, Deot, 5.4,

3. For exsmple. the peopber damuoc!'s frst-boy sonois called Jool in 1 Saon, B2 Cand
in I Chron. £:18), and Vashni in 1 Chron. 6:03; Samuel's groat prandtather s called
Elilwr in § Samn. 1:1, Fligh in 1 Chron. 6,12, aod ERel in 1 Chyon, $:19, See hn Fera
10 Gen 13:7. The =nn of Rehaboam, King of Judah, is called Abljuro in 1 Kings 15
ard 13, and Ahdidh in 2 Chron. 12 i 13, His mother is called Muacah in 1 Kings
152 and 2 Chron 1120, avl Micaiahe in 2 Chron, 132, Her Tahor, in s, is
calledd ARishalom v 4 Kiogs 15:2, absalom in 2 Cleoen. 11-20, and Udel i 2
Chrin, 132, 3o bo Eoa o Gen. 13,7 and 50:1.

. Some of the varlativns in these cxataples, such as Elihn=Elial=Elie], may b
undeastue] simply as nicknames oc lunciona cquivalents. OF the English names,
Jultn=Joshnmic=Tack. “‘ru]ii'llil'\u"ill}f:"ﬂ}ri]|=Hi”}"—Bi|_|_, Edward=Fd=Tel Ochors, wow-
ever, such [ocl=Vashng, appear 1o demand a different pe of explanation,

- f T Z Holbinanm, Seger Sereshit, ¥ol. 2, trans. [Gooman 1o Telbrew] &, Woasserticl
CBoen Brak, 19717, 342 (eiting Flengsienboerg, Grocn, af af ). Sec alsa © Keil & §
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Delizach, ewesss, trans. [ Martin {Grand Rapods, repe. 19853, 325,

- CF [k Bara i Geon, 4 16019): “Were we o know the whole Helrew Tanguage, we

could sl mot knowe all the events [vhich inspired onexplicated names]® 5:29-
108,

For a critwue of Thn Fzrm's generat indifference oo the potentiul exepetical signifi-
canee: of variations. see X Lelloswils, fomenim be Sgliee Beresbit, Sth e (ensa-
lear, L2R3), 596, n. 7,

Len. 3604, ad foc.

Mere appears Lt be na divcer rabbinde source for this interprotaden of Rasli's See
Forsdri—Fertechany b -Toveh, ed. O Clavel, 2nd od  Jorusalemn, 108%), CGon. 3. n
THZ, Rowhi ho-Shabem, Vol, 2 (Terosalem, 198, Gon, 30, o 1-2. O Mishash
debalr Tow o Gen. 2746,

The mumme Basemath appears ©w be derved from foses, halsam, spice, per-
fume, savct smell” CF F. Paown, ol gf | $be Mo Brown-Driver-Briges—Geien o
Tlebrew and Evepfich fexdcon (PFoabody, Mass, 19790, 141-44; 1. Kochlor & W
Baumgartnor, The ffebrete auad Aramaic Locicor of the Cid Testammerd, Vol 1,
ang. M. B ] Biclardson (Leiden, 19947, 103, Baseonnb was also the namg of o
davughter of Kang »olomon she was the wile b Ahmaaz, Solarmeon's adinioistrative
ofticer wy Maphtali (1 Kmps $:13). O the similar names, [bsam, @ descendant of 15
sachar (¥ Chron 7:3% Mibsaon, & son of lilmacl (Goen. 2503 of Bascmath Jaugh-
wr of 1shimac|, Gon, 33, and see belowd; and Mibsam, a descendant of Simuson
£) Chrome 4:25)

e above, nL 10

Cl. e 29,55,

S Hastii i Gen, 30:3. Hashi bascs this intepreration omo the dictum of Misdesb
Sawmaeed 171 that the sing ol a sage who is selected o8 peosition of authorioe {who
is analogized oA peitile who convoms © Jwdaism), o beidegroom, and a man sle-
vated 1o polincal leaderslnp, are commuted opon these respocrive ranwitions. As
rev rher bridegroom, the Midrash explains: "So Bsag wenl o [shmael and took [
wife] Mahalath,” (Sene 28:9]. But was ber swime really Mahalaths weasm't her oame,
in fact, Busemath? Rather, [the hiklical roxtl reaches that she beouglt biem forgive-
ness (rratbedoh ) onoall his sing.” Scc Midagsh Sgwel, o, 5 Bober (racow,
1893 ropl, Torusalem, 1985y 48 CF 10 ) Hikbnem 303, Goness Rabigh 6713,
Rash! he Shafem, ad Joc, For vaniations.

. Soo Mizeahi to Son, 302
e 20:34-35: Judith=OTwilibanredn, Raseroatbi=Adat.

In Gene #0230 the onder is reversed: Adah=Baseroatty, Obholibsamals i,
Garne 30 ranks Fsaws Canaanite wives not accoeding e Qe priority of theie mar-
ey Lut cateer according e the nomber Gand perhaps impomanoc) of theic ofl-
spring, i chaucnding ooder, C0 N Sarma, Gereeedy (The JPS Tomah Cormmenons
Fluladelphia, 19850, 240, See also Delow, nn, A, 30
It should be ruowed. Turwever thal Hashe cautiowsly samcs thae adah sees called
Buascmath, bt that Bsan cafied Chodibaneale Ty e cognormen Jodith (Coen. St
el doe.d, intimaling poerhaps that Adab weas called Bascmath by someone vbie
than Exni, possibly by Fiaos mother Rehekah, CF. Midfrash fekah Tow, Gen, 27:46,
Fepshi bw-Shalerm, Gon, 36, 0 2. Tf this were Rashr's rewsoning then il gy be
obyected that it aronld alsa ke credulity for Rebekab oo soostigmatize Adal o ben
wodding day and fiw Frav—even Esau—ie mammy her noastheless,

See Mighwish Tambume, Toledot ¥ Pirdel de-Sabdt Elfezer, ol 49, b ho-
Makhit to Paadms, Ps. 1081 Pordtg Rabbarl, ch, 12, Cetesis Kebbab 05%:4; M
Kasluw, Foreh Mbedernal, Vol 4 {33 (Mew York, [951) Gon, 206, n, 159,

Kasler, hosever, cies the wnpublished manuscrpt of femared da-Toreh -
Rabbere Yo which intorgrots the phrase “aod they saa's wives] wore o sonece
of billemoess Croree 71l i, “higerness of spinit”] 0 Baae and Rebekah® (Gen.
20:3%) to allude 1o the incense mynll Creort which Basemath emploved o ber
lolatous practices. This inwerprelalion may, indecd. be based upon a wocedplay
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ut e Biblical ext Basemath, as notod, moans “sweel smelling spice, incense”
faee dlwwee, o komyreh, althrogh o fragrane spice used Lor moetse, is ulso hiteer-
Uasling, whenoe ils nanc mer, from see (=50 be bineth, See, . [ Botereock, H
Ringgren & H.-). Fabry, The Theolagice! Dictiomarny of the Q4 Testament, Vol 8,
tranz. I W St (Grand Hapicds, 19973 53700, Gen. 20:34-3% cun thos Te resd as
an ircenic pun: Although Bascwath's oamee suggested she would be “sweet
smelling.” i fact she produced a morar mmiah, 3 "bitter{ocss of) smell” oy lsaas
and Bebekali. Tor the combination of #or and boeser ur Iesamim in anmoining
oil, perfieme aned incense, so, cog. Evod, 30023, Cant 4:14; 57,14, Exl 212

Ibm Bzt Gen. 2534, 28, 30:1; abowve, 1. B,

See Ihn Bzra wo 26:34.

. See Rashbain o Gen, 3602, 13 X Heffmann, Sgtiee Beeesbar, Yol. 2, 541

Bashilarn fumther suggesis hat Ghelibamaly i 8 Sefide worman of Horite oxtre-
licm, e Cen. 3020 24-23 The Bace thac OShwobibamaly was Fsawcs last wife also
explaing why ber offspring are lsted last in the gencalogical lists of Gen. 34
Cf o 19, 30,

kDo 2 lolfmann folloes Rashbant's analvsis except e eightly insises this
Obweslibamab must be Canganitc, hike Adal, See Gen. 3603 "B took his wives
friom among the Oanaanitc women--—-Acdab . .. and Cholibamah, .. . And also
lasemath. .. Oholibamah is meotioned inoGen, 36:2 imnediately after Adah Le
cause: they are both Camaanite; Basemuath=Mahalah, who is Tshmaekie, follows
scparaely in Gen. 36:3. By cootrast, Oholibamah's offspring are mentoned last in
the genealogical hsts of Gen. 364 (L, following those of adaby and Qasemath,
because she was Esau's last wife. Soe 100 70 Hoffimame, Sefer Beresbi, Vol s40-
A2, CF R Maftali £ Y. Uertin,d Hevenmek Dgagyr 1o Gen, 30,2, Moreowver, aconnding
oG 3608, Biao ok his wives, Le., those mcorioned just 2 few verses cardicr in
Gen 30:2-3, Oholilbamah included, from Canaag o live o St
Sove Bannbun oe Gen. 3603
fee abuove, no B Cf. Rabhonu Avealam ben ha-Rambam to Gen. 302, Pernsh
Heabhenu Avrabam b ha-Rambgm qf Beveshit w-Shewmnor, Ind od, (Jerusalen,
EOBAY 32 (oo Gen. 3:2% He adds st CElie” is a metonym for “Canadeie,”
whicly includes "Hiviie™; Ralbag, ad foc.
Perhaps or this reason, Bashbam preferred o consider Ohalibamah to have been
Llurite, ool Canaaning (sco abave, o, .

thn Fzra, it mwy be ageaed, ionplicitly conchudes that Esau, afier his marriage o
Mahalath=Bascmath, dauglier of 1shmael, perversely seveiied oo lis former fond-
ncss Por Canaaite woemen and married Cholibarmali, TesmHim, homeever, it
neay pointed out dun whereas inothe cases of JTudithi=Oholibamab and Basearh-
Adah, Ysau bad ool heen exproessly Fmewarned of bis parents' avcesion o
Cananite women, he was sarcly on natdcs therealier, Just as he weas solicious of
hids Fathier Tseac's sentinents by ceftaining from revengefully mwederdog facob dur-
ing 1saac's lifcrine {Gen. 27418 and e cdisl nat canry out Bis theear thereafor, sa,
toey, he conbd b expected worespect his fachor's feelops sbout not marrying oy
merre Canaanites even alter lis Babers death, CF Tl omel Leiver 1o Gon. 268,

. Moo M. Garsicl. Biwlcaf Nemes: A Literary Stady of Midrashic Deetions end

Prns, rans. Fo Hackerr (Hamat Gan, 19910 14, 20

FEhurn e Liblical stindpoior 2 waee s oot mecly o random and ari-
teary tahel of idemtificanon, but rather . L there i miewning ehind a
- giving, sometmnes Oue swheoe fits I e the wan ws an integral par
af the litcimey exure, . . . Hem: we ace dealing with 1 weider scope of
poteatlal derivations: scound cifcors (o, allilenaiom), word play, sutale
riddles, comuealed meanings, kev mootils, ew—all st decived bom oames
repaedless of cheir teasonalile stymobory The Biblcal writers wilive these
peotchtialities within the lilerary wnics in ditferent ways, ned neccssanaky in
coimection with e act of namiog, The ioensity and peoliferaton af ths
eclmayue i an cuteome of the anpuetant position that gie nanee lad in
the bublicalMwenld oarlouak,. [Faragraph devisions armitied )
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Cf. Ertacher Lliibk V- “O%hen) they lie, the pads] kad it {vety been called by
Cdeir} mameds, and theig) destndes had not (yct) Deen fixed,” 0 &, Heidel, $he
Sabndorcdar Genesis: The Siory of Creation, 2nd ed. (Chicagn, 19513, 18, Berabio
i “shema garen,” the name of 2 [biblicall personality has an elfect upon L., iz
reflected inthe oaradve al] bis life, OF also Ramban 1o Gen. 38:3.

- Ancd it weould have been doubly intclorable wo lsaac and Rohekab For Lsau 1o

magny wer Another Dasemath afrer the first Basemath had produced ool o swen
Bt catlier a “hincr smell * see above, n. 17

Cf. Do 4 Haffmann, Sefer Beresbit, Yol 254142 Adalt, which may carry the unla-
vorahle connotation, o g, pass (eweand® Coll Rashi ot Gen, G190 Gdad s
Aranwic lor strad, een asice’ ™, Teness Sabbobs 23:20, 05 the otignal name of the
daughter of Elon. [pen choir macnage, Fsao changed her oume W Bascrath
Cwlich carries the: pleasant connatatiun, “seeet smctling spices® ). When Fsao Lator
married the: davgheer of Tsbimael, whese orgingl name was also Basemath, he aes
ocshliged to change hor marme alsu. Ue called her dahalad Owhich may he derived
fromm Aali, “rrinker,” see Frov, 25:12; Cam. 720,

Hodlowon cormectly notices the problean e Te that 1o of Esars wives lore
the same name, but he does nor develop the livwerary wse to whick it e pul in the
Tl Csee helowr Rather, he abanduns this line of analysis and, fellowing
Rashham, conchules thar Tudit anad Olwobibarab arg ditberent wommen.

Thure is anothee cxample i Geoesis of intra-fumily rendoing due o similarity
in the meamings of the names. The ext relaces that, 25 slie lay dving in childll.
Jacnk's second wile Rachel named ber newboen -Ben-Omi (=son of my vigon, Le,
the foeus ol my final effon?, o Jacoh cated Tam -Benjamin” (Gen, 35:151 Mo
1agun is given why Jacnb reramcd the ehild, | appesrs. howoever, that dee wam
ol Cvigor) Lad alreacky heen appropriaed Ly Jacob's Brat seife Teah ancl applisd
to her fhst Doco, Keuven, whose name Tacob undestoud W mean dobi pe-reshit
omt Cmiry il and lest Fruit of my vigor, Gen. 49:30. o avoid o confict, Tacols
fave e child a new naenes that preserved e mweaning nf the ol d—Benjaoio
[=sume ol fme| right [, srongl band =son ol Loy vigor—buae which bad Qe
addinmial meanings of "snn of the south (Camaan)” (Benjamin hoing the ooly ooe
all Jacolys children b have boen born in Canaand, and “sonoof (ny) days (=uld
agel” Owf may alse mean “my sofiow, oy mourning” (Rashi, Thin Bacd o Gen.
43:14), in which caze "Ren-0m” again posed o conflict with *Heuwen,® wolunel Leuls
unddersteooed to mean, *The Lord lhus seen orpf (=my afflicton)” (Gen. 2520,
Although the Hebrow roons Jon Ssorouw ™ and "affliction” are different, ey sound
similas enough aod are close eocuph in meaning @ be interclungsable.

7ootoe FoBrown, of af., The Mew! Sroere-Diver-Brigps-Rosonius Hebre amd Faplivh

Lercicom, s, 10 lhadeh], 318 Lo Kowhbor & W Bawmgarioer, The Heforw andd
Avgwtate Levicos of the DI Testempnt, Vol, 1 50, 1 bafeb, 517, ¥ Keil | Sgfer
Liferes Fe-Yoamine Yol 2 {Dafr Miked Jerosalern, 19863, 2 Chron 10008, 5.0,
meebrelet, (A6,

The: vocalizaticn of Mabalady varies slighily among the Masoretic manuseripts.
S abowe, no 130 CIL Midrash on Fsalms 33:1; 881 Althouph the cool mb)
(weglel), "0 renounce, [urgive" is first attested im0 Mishosie 1leloevs, wlwere it dis-
places the syounymicus Titdical vorb safab, thene §s reason e Tielicve o it cxist-
ed during biblical times also. Soc M AL Segal, 278k Leshor ba-Miuzhnah (Tel
Aviv, 1936), 8511 175, 179: B Adkeck, Marn fa-Mishaeh (Terusalomn, 19500, 163 ¥,
Alaron, “Mizbetaly L Levonadl mi-lakhish,” Deshonera 33 (1971 3-6; ibied |
Trveifigations di Lechiskh: The Sunclunry ond the Restderiy (Taubid V0 (Tel Aviv.
1973h, 57, Hat of. M. Morcshet, Loksikon ba-Fo'al she-Nithadesh b Losboas bu-
Teervrea foe (Rpenat Gan, 19800, 85 &0, 200, . 4.

Mabilade ooy abso reflect one of the mcanings of e Lilblical vedy B Chifil,
fefel) ro begin Csometiing new or differoney,” See, ep, Gen. 41:53-54. For sl
amethes putenia] Bilibical deeivation of Mahalath, see below, . 450 The fact thar
Mabalulh may lencl isclf o more than one relevanl name dorivation doss nen
devract from the above analysis, One dee conirary . the greater the onobser of cole-
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vanr dermeations that present Uwemselves, the greater the pomeer of the saocdplay m

fhe name.

Mahalath (daughter of Jerimeth the somoof King Tavid) i also the name of coe
of the wives v Kig Heholuam (2 Chron 11-18) Curiously, she bad a cousio
names] Basemath Cdaughees of King Soloron de son of King [Daviel), See ahove,
n. 10 I e similar names, Mahlah (1 Chran, 718, Num 20:35, of afl), dalidi
{Fared a:1%, o el } and Mahlon (Ruth 12, eral),

CE Maimncnades, Afisbaeh Tovab, 2 Tesbuvad 2.4, For the penitent o change Ris

e s une ' the ways of epemance O mi-odanbbe ba-teshraeh™), “that is o say,

[the: penitent wheo changes his name cffectively declaces] T am [oow] a dillerent

peerson, and 1 am not the same pecson whe did these levl] dece-

Thye literary logic of the ander in whicl the wives” nomies sppese s as tollowes:

A Judith and Baseroath #1—orpdmed names by which Bsaa's ferst and secoad
witves werts knowen when Bsga marricd them aned whnch they bore ondil Esau
marrigd Wahalarh, Gon, 20634

B, Mahalath {=Bascmarh #23 -wete novee given by Fsaw b his third sife wpon
ey o iaspe, Gen, 2549

B Adaly (=DBasenmth #13 and Choltbamab (=ludith—rew names given by Esau
G b secend and et wives apon his marriage o Mahalatt;, avcanged m
revense (chiastic) onder o their original names. Con 3032,

A Basemath =2 (=Mahalathy—origing! namc of Esau's thid wile; cormpleies the
erverall chintic structuee of the order in w0l the names appear, Gen, 3635,
This chiastic, mirror-image steucture o naee order—oryinal, rew | wew,
arigingf—impligs a mioor-mage relancnship in the names themse s, CF
Ak, o, L%, 20,

Sue b Kocblor & W. Baumgunoer, e Helrew and Aramgic Lexioon of the Ofd

Testament, Vol, 1, 5o Ghofierned, 100 G Exod. 31:6-7 wrhere the nume Qholial

is assacigticd with the waond wan See o Garsicl, Bibficgd Nawies, 210, CF alsu

Ezek, 323 For e names Obolah and (helibah. Soc alse FOBoown, of ol The Sew

Brores Dirtver-Orinns-Geseniur Hebwew o Frglish feocicon, 14, wlho tenders ~lent

of thie Lgehy place.”

Jee, Jub 288 F. Boown, e ed, Tie New Broos-Dnesr Brions-Casen iug Hoefrew: oosd

Irigaffsf Lesdeure, s, | weeloedr, 723, T, Fochlor & W Bauryranner, fhe Hebrew and

Arapmie Lexicon of the Cdd Teshament, Vol 2, po., | adab, 782 Howewer, both

lexicons derive the name fom a second meaniog of the vorh wefad, "arnanmen

Cf. the names adicl €1 Clwon, 4:36, @ of), AdaiahOoy (2 Chron, 23-1, of ), Elead

and Eliadal €8 Clwon. 720,213 1dded) Cech, 121, & e, and Jodo 02 Cheon, S0

The oame changes also served o neotralioe the wives” nepative pedipress—a

clhange m iame irmplies a change in esseneo—and 5o obyviaed Qe need ©w send

than away, The, Gen, 2859, in a subtle donblo-cotendie, iotimnes doan Esau ook

Mabalar. . al nashan, “Mahalah Cto (bring] forgivelnessl) . . . upon bis {remain-

et weves" lik, tin addition tn the wives he had” © S 'emek Darar 1o Gon,

28:0 s, el smavban. o FOBrown, of all, The Note Srouar-Lrieer-Brigns -osen s

Hehrew: e Faglish Lextoor, 795 the puepostion el meuns, jmier @iia, ™in addi-

tion o, . [hlonce by an sy vaosition o denctes tagother =90y, . . Cowsir

Rashi to Gon. 289,

Far the puwposes of the wordplay on oder, Tudith s takens us b the femining form

ol Judab, which is wnderstood to mean, "0 will praise (odef} the Locd]” See

abxoee, no 12,

. Alihough Isaac’s adventures in e feld here involved Philisdnes—whereas Fsan's

wives wefe Himte=Canaanite—ihe 1ext considers the Land of the Philislines to be
paut ol U Promised Laned and therctere pact of Greater Canann (Gen 17:68; 26:3-
4% This narrowe congrucoce aside, U broader point of the sordplays is that the
omiginal names of Esau’s wives “confirm” that Tsaac §s non blaroeless in thee maree
af his 507 irksome marriapges.

CF. Scforne ro Gen, 20:348, 2600, Ho ek Dongy 1o Gen. 26:34.
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There is yor anotlen wordplay e suppeont this comnection. The o cophdsices
the “peace” thal was cxpected o fow bicwn [sascs reaty with abimebect, (Gen.
20:23,310. "Iis happy anticipation of events in the feld bighliglts by contms the
Trivemess of spirit” that o5 3000 D emupt inothe oot (Gen. 2034350
ClLoabsove, n 17 Sew also T 7 Hoffionn, Sefer Seresfir, Wol, 2, 540,

Yerrite is o bopax fpgeamron, Thore is comaderable dehate among de comnmen-
twers regarding its meaniag &G cendered, dncer alia, "nasles” (e, e, Fetnpim
Jonathan, Tashi, ad fuc;, “warmiors” (soo, c.g., Tarpein Owkelos, Rashban, ad
o), “wild dowes” (e, e, B Ben-Yehuda, A Coegpalete Pictiongry of Ancien!
wrel Moclinm Heprene [New York, 19907601, 20560, "hot springs” (see, €., valgale,
ad loc; W, Gesenius, febrow-Cbolder Lexicom o the Ofd Tesrgteend, rans. 5.1,
Tregelles 11847 Grand Rapuds, repr. 19471 351 F. Brown, ef af., Fhe New Brons-
Lirtuer-drips-Creser fuy Hefbrew and Baafinh Texicor, 431, A Even-Shoshan, da
Mo be-Hodash [Jorusalem, 19881 494), “water” Dee, ex, Poshion, ad foc; © ).
Viall. The B of Cenests- Oritcal Edition of He Hebrew: Text [Leipeig, 18%0), 93, of
E. A Speiscr. fGreress, 270-63) T 2 [ldtmann, Sefer Bereshdr, Vol 2, 3498-4% (of
fwd., w1l 42), declnes W resolve the different opinions, See alsa B, 2. Loria, " M
Anah Asber Mard of bu-Yemim a-Midhar™ {Gon, 30,2407 Bet Ml 30 {19845
262-68, who renders “geyser.”

CifL Gien. 26019, 34 1 A Hoffmann, Sgfer Bercsied, Wol, 2, 54041 Catiributeed fo
| lemgsenbieed).

Compare Cen. 302 e Gon. 30024, An analogue exits o the case of Mahli, son of
Mushi. who appears o have been oamed afler his uncle Mahli, brother of Musta,
sy of Mevard, sonof Levi, See 1 Chron. £ 32, 236,21 23; 2420.30. CF below, 0.
40.

CE D 2. oo, Sefer Herzehit, Vol 2, 330, 341; above, o, 22, Alsa, Gen, 28:1
cquates “lanaanite women” with CLlimie woroen” of CGon, 2740 And compare
Gon, 28:0,8 {Canannite women) with Ger. 26:34 {Hittiee™h

See Ratuab Y Den-Yelwda, A Comsgpéere Diccamagny of Axciont and Maoderr
Hebree, 1460 ~bieed,” Brgdkfupedioe Mitredit, Wol, 3, col, 49, The Hives bave not
been anested w5 @ oatkonal entivy in any extra-hiblical sounce,

See, e, S 1k Lot {Shadal™ 10 Gene 36:20 (oiting, [eroms s conunentary Lo
Obadiah: “Throoghout the southern region of the Edomites, there are small cave
dveellingss. {Humd. § refers o the Filomites as Svow who dwell mothe cefis of the
riwck.”

The identificarion by some schalars of the bilblical 1Tudwes with the ancien
Humians is suhjeat tn considorable: dispuec, Sco B Speiser, Cesests, 28284 O
Westermann , Cesresds 12-36, mmans, T Sceilion (Minneapolis, 19852, 36d4; ~hor”
Frziblopedia Wik i, Vol 3, cols, 3703, X Sara, Gowsesis, 103-106.

t Of T Z, Hoftmanon, Sefer Serestdr, Yat, 2, 540,
3 Iushoabd oot o unooted that the naioe Malalad, o addition o s other possible

micinings, may also supecst meifen caves, caverns” (15 2.1%0 With his marnaps
ir Basemath=tahlath, Bsau acknowledged that be was destined to abanden
ngan b facob ancd mnve on o the caveconnoy of S0t See Gen. 2V 48R
Ho-G-8.

CSee abewe, nL 33,

Anah and Olobbamaly are the subjects of still other confusions in the texr,
Anah is listerd as Xihenn's brother (Gen. 35300 and gon (Con. 36:24) Ohaolibamah
iw listerl 2k the boother's danghrer (Gen 300990 ancd the son's duaghter {Gen. 36:2)
Famban explains that Zibeon mamed Bis son Analy afier his brother anah, and
Fihoom's son Anah namesl his dawghtor Oholibamal atter s onele Anabs davgh-
ter. Cholikantah, Hoffmano, howecwer, funds tis coincidence untikety in pan he-
vafas i el reesuln b Thoowee, e corcalsine of Esag's worn E!:i]'_\ha;r_, being che
gronc-auer of Esau's wife Ohobbaowh Col. Gen, 36:12 w0 Gen, 36:22% Scc T Z.
Hoflmann, Sgfier Berepbir, Yol 2, 348 (ciling Hengsienberg), Terhaps, homeover,
Lere weere also baen Limnas, GE 1 Chrone 1:30,30.
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I the wbove L Rashi on Geo. 35:2 1F Folluwing 2 midrashic thome (see, e,
Migrash Tanbura, Vayeshew 13 Rashi amalotes these confusiaons o the gooss
sexua] indecencies charscteristic of the extended Exaa ling, So, Zibeon caoe upoen
hi mesther and sired Anab, =0t sated, he Lieer came spon his Jaugluer-in-law. the
wife of s son Anab, and sired Ohalibamab, See also Rashi oo 1ot 3247,

See, e, Frek, 3%3 *Bocause voo iMounl Seir=Rdom=Esau) harbored an ancient
{perprtual} hatred and banded the people of Tsmel over oo the sword. . . 7 Amios
L1l because he (Bdom=Esiul pursies] his brother (Tsracl=Tacoh] with the

sworel wnd reprossed all pity, Becawse his anger raged unceasiog {loreverd and his
fury stonmed uochecked {perpetually) Sifre, Nuow 9. *RBabbh Simeon Beo-Yohai
Saps. IUis w Tule that Esau |perenndally, bun with rare oxception] loathes
Javeds, 0

Sewy, o L Genesis Rabbak 65:16: “Fabbi Simeon bon Gatnaliel said: Al my lifotioe:
Fartended uponoany latler, yen 1 clid not do for ki a Joondeedth pant of the: scr-
vice which Esau did lcer his Father. ., 7"

See above, oo 14,



