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 The גמרא points out that there are three תפרשיו  which can never and will never happen, one 

of which being the פרשה of 1.עיר הנדחת Yet, the  גמרא says the תורה records them so that we can learn 
them and get שכר. For a while, I wondered why it is that we need more פרשיות to get שכר. Why can’t 
we learn what we already have? I thought we might be able to suggest that this is really   תלמוד תורה
 However, if we go with that understanding, why do we need 3 .הלכה למעשה as it will never be ,לשמה
 teaches that גמרא of the דרוש לקבל שכר that are halachically irrelevant? Rather, I think that the פרשיות
learning these פרשיות can teach us things relevant in other, more practical, areas of הלכה. 

 By עיר הנדחת, we are presented with a big issue. We know that if a city is pronounced an  עיר
 and their wives and children,2 and burn the city to the עבודה זרה we kill those who worshipped ,הנדחת
ground. The question is, if עדים were to testify that a certain city is an עיר הנדחת, that would lead to 
getting the children in the city killed. This would mean that their עדות would be an   עדות שאי אתה
סוקפ based on the ,עדים זוממים since we can’t kill the children of the ,יכול להזימה  of   אשר  כלו  ועשיתם
 ,is an impossibility. However עיר הנדחת we can suggest this is why ,קשיא Based on this 3,4!זמם לעשות

'יקרי"ב סאלאוייצ  quotes רב חיים who quotes from the יד רמ"ה that the children are killed not because 
of the sins of their fathers, but because they themselves actually worshipped 5.עבודה זרה Once we are 
killing the קטנים for their own actions, we can give the עדים זוממים the כאשר זמם, because they are 
testifying about the קטנים. 

 Where did רב חיים get this idea from? We know קטנים are not subject to punishment! By 
 What does this mean? One view is to 6.טף to bring along the חייב says that we are תורה the ,הקהל
bring a קטן שהגיע לחינוך, who can have some understanding of what is going on. However, some say 
that we even bring the יונקי שדים, the infants who are still nursing from their mothers.7,8 רב חיים was 
going within this first view, which shows that even though we don’t normally view the עשי קטניםמ  as 
significant, there are certain exceptions.  

 We can see the מעשים of קטנים being significant even within the other דעה quoted by the 
 over סכך put a שמאי nevertheless ,סוכה from פטורים are קטנים says that while משנה as well. The רמב"ן
his infant grandson’s bassinet.9 Asks רי"ב סאלאוייצ'יק, isn’t this baby considered a מתעסק, and therefore 
this is not a שיבה בסוכהמעשה י  at all? Why, then, would שמאי put a סכך on top? He answers that it 
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must be that שמאי was following this second דעה in the רמב"ן, that there is significance even for the 
דיםיונקי ש who are קטנים . I think is ייק מדו  in the משנה itself, where it says שמאי put the סכך on top 
 .בשביל קטן

 which a man can accomplish with his whole מצוה חיובית  is unique in that it is the only סוכה 
body nowadays. Other  וותמצ  have this distinction as well, but are not applicable for various reasons. 
חיוב   is not a מקוה going to the ,בית המקדש nowadays because there is no למעשה is not עליה לרגל
ישוב   and ,(סוכה of חיוב דאורייתא though it is for women, and they don’t have the) for men דאורייתא
יתמצוה קיומ is most probably a ארץ ישראל , but not an absolute חיוב. Therefore, when faced with the 
 we have a unique opportunity. From what I have seen, many people fail to properly take ,סוכה of מצוה
advantage. Growing up, I thought the מצוה of סוכה was only eating, as that’s what I have been 
accustomed to seeing. Yet, the פסוק says בסוכות תשבו, meaning we are supposed to live in it.10 Not 
only that, but the גמרא even says we should leave our homes and go into the 11!ס וכה Aside from  סוכה 
being the only opportunity we have to do a מצוה with our entire body, as we saw earlier, this is one of 
the unique opportunities where we can view the מעשים of a קטן as halachically significant. This סוכות, 
let us gain a greater appreciation of the  מצוה of סוכה, and take the דרשה of וחי בהם literally, and live 
in the מצוות. 

 

 
 מב .ויקרא כג 10
 .סוכה ב 11


