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SECLUSION, SERVICE, AND SACRIFICE
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me 770 famously starts with the creation of the world, as opposed to the first nixn. One

reason this is so is because the N7 n follows the Creation by delineating the stories of the nyar, which
we are supposed to learn lessons to our everyday lives from. On that note, it seems interesting that
while ph1aR and apy’ respectively take up a fair portion of n*wR92 790, very little is said about pny>.
It’s even more noteworthy that when we read the story of pnx> npy, we refer to it as one of the ten
n1yol of nnar! What exactly is this very vague recounting of the life of pnx’ supposed to teach us?

| believe the answer, as well as a major foundational point, is pointed out by Rav Yaakov
Kaminetzky.2 He discusses how each of the nyaR had a certain n7n that they excelled in, and that was
how they continued the n7yon. As is well known, nniaR is the paradigm of 7on. He was able to go
out, and be 29pn others. He would bring them in to his home, give them to eat, and educate them
about the idea of n”apn and monotheism. On the other hand, apy’ exemplified the N of NnNR (as
evidenced by the name of the 790 we are quoting, 2p»’> nnR). From a young age, we are taught to
distinguish between true and false. Therefore, the only part 2py» had to do was convince people that
n”apn was the true G-d. 2py’ also championed the nTn of nIRan, splendor. 2py* combined these 2
mTn to show what n”apn is all about. We know from the 3x9n3 that the seal of n”apn is nnR. This
means that just as the letters of nnX are the beginning, middle, and end of the Hebrew alphabet,* so
too n”apn is all-encompassing.s What, then, was pnx>’s special nTn? This was the nTn of NN,
strength.

pnx> wasn’t about going out and being 219pn, but about working from within. In order to
transmit the n91on to the next generation, one has to be worthy. Self-improvement can sometimes
necessarily involve a degree of isolation, where one removes distractions and stays focused on one goal.
5r7anY, we see many examples of this in other areas of our contemporary world. If someone wants to
excel in basketball, it involves a lot of practice. The extent to which practice is necessary in order to
attain mastery precludes spending a lot of time on other activities. It also mandates a change in regular
activities, such as eating healthier and getting more sleep. In order to work on one’s self to the extent
that pny> did, any external influences would just be an impediment to his growth. That’s not to say
that there are no positive influences in our world, and that we should go into isolation. As the nnx
apY’Y points out, the levels pnx’ reached are too much for us to handle. We need to be a bit less
intense, but we should still pick out those influences that are bad and distance ourselves from them.
Because pnx» was able to attain those lofty levels, he was able to reach the point where his n712y was
an unwavering commitment to that which n”apn asked, and to the umpteenth degree. That is why he
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was able to pass the toughest test, putting his life on the line to fulfill n”apn’s ¥, However, even
though we will never reach the levels of 17ak pnx’, he has passed on the trait of being ready to be
wa3 90N for our religion, a trait which we have unfortunately had to exhibit many times in our history.

The story of pnx> nTpy may have been a test for nn7aR, but it was ultimately pnx> who
almost took the hit, and we are here today because of him. While there is not much about pnx in the
NN, this is his legacy. The NPy has become a central focus of our mission statement, and a Mot
MaRr we invoke not just in the Mm% an of niwn wrA, but a Mot we invoke every morning in the nyaap.
The ¢1”2n7 says that when we sin, we should view the j29p we bring as a Ton from n”apn. Really, if
there was strict 77, it should be us on the namm. However, the animal takes the place of the person,
because we are given the chance to do n2ywn. According to pnx>’s standards, in a world of strict 17,
he needed to be placed on the nam. However, n”apn stepped in and saved him. When we sin, we
should take this message to heart. Really it should be us, and the fact that we read the npy every day
is a testament to this very message. We constantly invoke the nmar of the n7'py, and ask n”apn that
just as He had mercy on pny’, so too He should have mercy on us. bwin nx7 oR we should never
have to reach the stage of being Dwn WIT°p Y wa1 90 like Py, and we should soon see the day
where we will again be able to offer n1aap.
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