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g-:lis 7109 tells us that woman was created as an 17213 11y to the man. Y'wn

quotes the xna? that if man is fortunate, woman will be an 11y, a helper. If he is
unfortunate, she will be 121>, or against, him. However, | think we can glean a new
understanding of this 7109 by viewing a similar phraseology used elsewhere in the nn.
In x¥xn ' nw1o, we read the nw1o of WXIN o' nwx. The NN describes how if a man
sees a beautiful woman in war, he may take her in and marry her, provided he goes
through a process that the n1In requires to make her seem more unseemly.® ""vn,
quoting the xna* uses an interesting 1w of “the nn is working Ta1> the 1"nx'”. This is
a bit puzzling, as it seems the nn is actually giving in to the 2"nx'. What exactly is
going on here?

By the axin no' nwx, the nNim and 2’nyx* are viewing this woman from 2 different
perspectives. The 2’nx' sees a beautiful woman, and an opportunity to cause the man
to sin. The nNIn sees something else. There really is a beautiful woman who is able to
be a worthy mother of the Jewish People, but is trapped in a foreign body. The n"nn 1Ix
wITn quotes the Nnit that when jlwxan DX sinned, the xanx x1vo0 (evil forces) took the
souls of n'jp'1¥, and placed them in impure bodies. These souls were supposed to purify
the bodies they were attached to. If they were unsuccessful, they would ultimately find
their way to Judaism. One such example is that of "\inn |2 now. His soul was really that
of the famed xan and martyr, 17N |2 X110 0. This soul was trapped in the body of
ndw, and tried to cling to the pure soul of 2py' na na7. Ultimately, the soul wound up by
x1n 1. Other such examples, or products of them, are nin (the ancestor of TiT and
ultimately n'wn), the famed n'vnw and |i"*0ax (who were central to the naion), and
12N 0177118, whose niaan has made nnin understandable to the masses. The soldier in
battle is really yearning for this woman’s pure soul, and we remove all of the physical
layers by making her look repulsive, so he can see what he was really looking for this
whole time. If all goes well, the story ends in a happy marriage.

ntan'wxm’
.20 Nina 2

N'.X2 DMaT |y 3
X w4

Page 1



NYIoN 7V D1y T'02
X"own x"1 nawe |77 1WA TV DNIOX

SEPARATE BUT EQUAL

Getting back to the 121> 11y, | believe we can learn a very important lesson as to
the essence of marriage. If | move my right arm, if you are looking at me from the front,
you will see me move my left arm. That is because we are opposite, or 1213, each other.
We are viewing the same thing from 2 different perspectives, which results in our
interpreting the act 2 different ways. You really know I’'m moving my right arm, because
you are in a sense conforming to my perspective, which you know to be correct. | once
heard that when the 109 says “inx NxI axk NX wx Aty 2 W™, both partners take their
heritage and incorporate it into their relationship. They are both coming from different
backgrounds and different perspectives. Yet, when they realize there is an ultimate truth
(even if that truth is not the “absolute truth”, but a compromise to get to the more
desired goal), they alter their perspectives to see that which they know to be true. A
man and a woman will always be 121> each other. Every person will always be Ta1)
someone else. However, when they help each other out, and act as an 1y that is a1,
they will arrive at the nnx.

Now we can answer our original question. The 17213 11y, like the nnin and the
2"nye, are really working together to fulfill a common goal. The process of AxIn no' nux
can be likened to the dating process. When a man and woman meet, there is an initial
physical attraction. As time goes on, and they get to know each other better, the
physical layers peel away, and all that’s left is the 2 souls ultimately finding their
soulmates, their vaywxa. A successful marriage is where both parties deepen their
relationship from the initial attraction to that of companionship and trust, and develop
not necessarily one perspective, but the ability to come together to one truth.
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