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INTENTION VS. EXPRESSION
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Oftentimes, people can have noble intentions, but the way they channel those intentions can

cause things to go awry. These words were made famous by the X% who repeatedly appeared in the
dreams of the 712 7%n.2 The holiest 772U becomes 7103 if performed incorrectly, no matter the purity of
the intentions. Sometimes, we have N1¥n purely based on intention. There is an 10X of 911’0, where a
1277 becomes 9109 to eat if one had intention to eat it at the wrong time or in the wrong place. Even if he
later changed his 1113, there is still an 172 TO°X to eat this ]27p.

There is an opinion brought down® that 271 and X177°2X died because they came into the 12wn
drunk. However, >’ also brings down the 710’ of 714°%X °27 quoted in the X3 that they were 27
1n°n because they paskined a halachic matter in front of their °17, who was 11’17 Twn.” We will soon get
into what exactly the 127771 p0D was, but it is interesting to note that there is another story in which
someone paskined a 712771 in front of his °17, and he wasn’t punished with death. By analyzing our story
with 271 and X177°2X and this other story, hopefully we can come to a better understanding of this 712771
and its ramifications, as well as its exceptions.

The Xn3° tells a story between 71271 °2u and XMWY, As PX1nY was growing up and being
mentored by 74, there was a 217 being offered. *%1 called for a ]2 to perform the 1’Nw. However,
SX1nW interjected, this isn’t necessary, as we know that a 7 (non-ji12) can do i’ nw!’ After this
happened, 71 agreed that YX1nWY gave a good WD, but was 711’1 2’17 for being 71277 P01 in front of his
>17. We know that obviously ?X1nw was not put to death. This is because 71317 saved him by begging *%u
not to kill him, using the argument of “>n%%onN71 77171 7017 PX”.2 What exactly was happening here? Why
was 711 so adamant that PX1W live? One answer is that this is the child that she davened for and
sacrificed so much for. She didn’t want to lose the “fruits of her labor” (no pun intended) and have a child
that she didn’t work hard for, as *>u had promised. Additionally, the w177° brings down that before
XN was born, a 917 N2 came down and said that a baby boy named 2X1nw will be born who will be the
X°21 and leader of X1’ *13, and save them from the 0°Nw%9. Every mother who gave birth to a boy
after this 21 N2 named him >X1w. However, from the child’s behavior, every mother knew that this was
not the baby that would save ?X7w” 952. To 73, it was clear that she was 71217 to be the mother of the
X231, and she was trying to save him so he could fulfill his N°22n as the leader and savior. This is implied
in the word “71177”. This is the one who will lead the Jews.

There’s still an elephant in the room that can’t be ignored. This story happened when PX1nw was
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a kid. The Xn1' says that man isn’t 02w >7°2 1N°M 2717 until he reaches the age of 20. This is learned
from the Jews in the 7271." When the Jews sinned by the 0’737, the P109'? says everyone from 20 and
up is 1°n 2’171 for complaining about ?X1” X based on the negative report of the 0°23n. If this is the
case, and ?X11w was under 20, why was >4 trying to condemn him to death?'® *>u wanted to kill PX1nw,
and M1 tried to arouse his compassion. We know that 71317 was distressed about being barren, and *7u
prayed for her to have a child. Realizing this, *>1 said “let me kill him, and Il pray for a new child.” *>u
knew that PX11 was destined to die young (he lived until 52). Therefore, he was assuring 71177 that she
will have a child that will live longer.* However, the 712777 states that the 710°X and 711’72 21’17 only
applies to arguing with one’s 27 over 0°¥177 and NM120. If the 7NN brings a i°X71 from a P10
supporting his view, he is not over the T10°X of paskining in front of his >27, and is not 71°1 2°17."
Therefore, YX1nY was saved from punishment because he argued based on a 102 (as we saw in >’ in
X711 and the X3 in 0°m27).'°

Now that we solved why ?X11w was absolved from punishment, we have another problem. When
171 and X177°2X offered the 777 WX, they did it based on the 100" of “mamn PRI 1127 770X *12 11007,
“the sons of 177X shall offer fire on the 2 (and set wood on the fire).”* If they based their actions off a
109, as PX1nw did, why did they die, and YX1mw didn’t?! There is one striking difference between the
two stories. PX1nW only voiced his opinion, while the 177X *12 actually acted based upon their
assumption.'® Their error wasn’t in their mistake of incorrectly inferring the 712771, but the fact that they
acted based upon this incorrect inference in front of 13’17 wn."

Additionally, the 0177 w21 says that 2w N1 was a “rebuilding of the world”. There is a
famous idea based on the 17 7p0>712% that when it comes to beginnings, everything needs to be done right.
Just like the MW 5w 7°nN 1277 would have been 120un the 0°27u7 172 Pw 7N 1277, the unauthorized
offering of the 177X *12 messed up the beginning of a new era. Therefore, even according to the ones who
say that the act that 271 and X177°2X performed in and of itself isn’t enough to be 1’ 2”11, performing the
act in this specific 21PN is an exception, and was deserving of such a harsh punishment.

We are approaching the 211 07 of 103, which celebrates the beginning of our people. As we
experience 0°1¥7 NX’Y’ once again, and start a new chapter in our lives, it is imperative that we start off
on the right foot. The X’110 of 127 °39% 712777 71N teaches us that we can’t always put our faith in
ourselves, but we must put our faith in 7”27. We couldn’t get out of 0°7%7 alone, and we can’t get out
of anything alone. This 703, we should be 11217 to once again experience the TN’ of 0’7 NX’Y, but
this time, we should come into it with a new perspective of who is really in charge. With this, we can go
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18 There are those who say that 2T and xin'ax were indeed right in their no'w, but the
problem was not confirming with nwn.
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into M2w and 71N N22p properly, and carry this message with us through the rest of our lives.




