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Closing the book on a chapter in life is always hard. After experiencing the joys that life has

brought so far, you tend to reflect on that which just happened, while simultaneously looking forward
with both eagerness and anxiety of the experiences yet to come. For example, a teenager graduating
high school goes through the past four years at graduation. At the same time, he’s looking forward to
the new opportunities his years in Yeshiva and college entail, while also still hoping to cling onto the
past, as now he realizes he has to get a job and start life. 1>aR apy» also realized that a book in Jewish
history was literally and figuratively about to close, and was preparing his descendants for the trials and
tribulations he knew they would face while in o»xn. Therefore, he made sure to bless all of them in
his sickness, before he died.

It is interesting to note that before 2y, people wouldn’t die from disease. Instead, they would
just drop dead, never knowing when to expect the day of death. apy’ therefore davened that there
should be a sign that the nnmn by was approaching, so the one who is about to die can say their
proper goodbyes and last will and testament to their families. n”apn granted his request, and brought
death by disease into the world.2 The 7109 by WRIN DIR says that n”apn instilled man with a nnw)
by blowing it into his nostrils. It therefore makes sense that the soul departed the person the same way
it entered, through the nostrils. Today, the erection of a substance from the nasal canal is called a
“sneeze”. This is the source for people saying “bless you”. It used to be that instead of mucus, the
sneeze was the way the soul left, so everytime someone sneezes, we shout out a blessing granting a long
life.

We mentioned earlier that from the X”97 *p9 that 2py» asked for sickness, as opposed to
immediate death. From this point on, there was disease in the world. However, thank G-d we see many
times that people actually get healed from disease. How, then, was disease a sign of imminent death,
that apy> knew that now was the time to say his goodbyes, as he had so desired? The tells us 4x913
that indeed 2py» introduced disease, but there was only fatal disease. It wasn’t until the time of YwHR
N230 that people were healed from disease. However, this contradicts a nv*w of »”awn in the ).
We know of the 7104 of “532 nn9ar nr 712 ’M”.5 We already saw one nv*w of what this 7105 meant
when we discussed n7w »»n nwya. However, the X113 we brought down theresé tells us of the hvw of
»”72w9, who says that “93” alludes to a special amulet that nn9aR had, which possessed special healing
powers.” What healing powers did this amulet have, if there was no sickness until the times of apy»?
There are two answers brought down.? Either we can say that the sickness of nn9aR was from external
wounds, while the sickness of apy» and Yw5R was internal, or we can say like n”9 and the »”4. They
reinterpret the X713 in RY'¥N X132 to say that the sickness of apy’ and YWIHR was specifically a fata/
illness. Until 2py», there was no such thing as a fatal sickness, as death was from an immediate sneeze.
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7 The 8713 mentions that after onar died, n”apn hung this amulet from the sun, and its powers were felt throughout the
world

"55%” 1”1 oW maoin 8

Page 1



VIV NWI9 DY DXINY 702
V"YYN D25V NWY? 1999 VI YR DMOR
V”YVYN Nav 17
MOVING ON IN LIFE

apy» asked for a warning that death would come, but it wasn’t until ¥’9® that the ability to heal from
a fatal disease came into existence. However, the stone of nn1aR healed nonfatal disease.

We successfully answered the contradiction in the time of nn72aR, but we see by pn¥’ that he
expected the day of death as well, which is why he wanted to give the n272 to Yvy. The uses the °p10a
WY of “omn oy myT RY”, “l do not know the day of my death”. Being that no one knew the day
of death, why did pnx» feel that specifically now was the time to bless ywy? Also, why does the pyoa
use this pNWH? To answer both questions, w4 brings down the that says that a person is most °v7Tn
susceptible to death when he reaches the point where he is within 5 years of how old their parents
were when they died. 7w died at 127." From various calculations, »”w7 indicates that at the point of
the M3, it comes out that pnx> was 123. Since he was within the 5 years of n7w’s death, he was
worried that death was imminent, so he rushed to give the n15921 in case he was about to die.

Based on the premise that one is most susceptible to death when they reach within 5 years of
the parent, it would seem 2y’ didn’t ask for disease until he reached that point. We know pnx» died
at 180, but we also know 2py» didn’t make it that far, as he died at 147. Therefore, it must have been
when he reached within 5 years of npa7’s age of death. As we pointed out when discussing nw19
nbwn, the NN doesn’t record Npaa’s death, so how do we know how old she was? The truth is,
npa7’s life story is a little fuzzy in terms of detail. »”w1 says she got married at 3, but other sources
argue on this. It would seem that the most authoritative poa on the matter was the »90.2 However,
all the »9v says regarding nNpa7 was that she lived the same amount of years as nnp, the paternal
grandfather (and maternal uncle) of 127 nwn. When discussing the lineage of nwn and 17nR, the
13,109 has nnp’s lifespan at 133 years. Therefore, Npa3 must have also lived 133 years. When apy»
came down to o»™xn, we see that he was 130 years old.” He waited until all of his children were
together, and knowing he was most susceptible to death, a disease came upon him, signaling to take
care of unfinished business and say his proper goodbyes before it was time.

As we move on to Mnw 190, where we start becoming a nation and receiving the nnxn, we
must first reflect on the lessons N*wX92 790 has taught us. The 5niwn tells us “ PR PIR 17 PR DR
nn”, “you can’t have nmn without IR 797”7, The nmwn also states that the converse is true; you
can’t have IR 717 without "7 . We need n*wr12 190 before we get the nnxn, so we learn from the
mar and MnnR how to act. However, we also need mxn first, so we got 3 MmN in NWRI2 790.76
Before we go on to explain the nnxn that will come up, | feel it’d be best to recap the lessons we
talked about every week:

LESSON nAUal)

Know who you are, and don’t succumb to people m
telling you to change

Raise children in a way that continues the v P
transmission of the n7yon
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Find your own connection to n9n RN
Learning N0 helps us recognize n”apn’s nmwn nRIVRS
in this world

Thinking before we act mTonn
The “requirement” of going 117 NWYN DNaY NX”
The dark times only mean there is an undying nHYwn
hope

Lying (and all sins) come back to haunt you avn

Being able to learn from, and therefore love,
everybody

(N21N) ypn

RN Y N onnw: Seeing n”apn in everything VN
we do
Properly preparing for the end m”N

Just as apy did as he realized a new chapter in Jewish history was about to start, | want to end
YRI1 990 with a 1592, Not only have we learned the lessons mentioned above, but through hearing
many other people and what they have to say, we have learned tons of important lessons in the past
few months. As we move together towards nnw 150, we should take everything we heard to heart,
and get ready to accept the n9In together, TNR 292 TNR W*R. Thank you for your motivation to write

every week. prnnin ,pm ,pmn!



