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(ZI)e find throughout Judaism many parallels amongst the holidays and other

commemorative days throughout the year. It is no different when it comes to the 2y0 Dy of noun,
which we just finished, and the upcoming fast of nava nywy. My goal in this piece is to attempt to
answer the question surrounding the relationship between these two very diametrically opposed times,
hoping to glean lessons not just for N3N or Nava nIwY, but for our everyday lives, in the process.

The story begins in our nw19. When qov finally reveals himself to his brothers, we see qoy
doing something with >n”2 different from what he does with the rest of the brothers. By the other
brothers, 401 just kisses them and cries.2 However, by 1’1212, he falls “on his necks”. I get if the pyoa
would have said “on his neck”, as 17112 was his only younger brother, and his only brother from his
mother. What does it mean when it says “»R1x8”, “necks”? Most people don’t have 2 necks! The 387n)
brings down that oy saw that in the future, the two wTpn 'na that were in the nYna of N2 were
destined to be destroyed, and he was crying over their destructions. Through this, we understand the
reference 7onn NnNYW made when he said “7wn STand 7IRIN”, “your neck is like a tower of ivory”.

As a side note, when the oa says “and 112’12 cried on his neck” (a reference to nbYw jowN
being destroyed), it spells 1112 without the second “»”. We know the “»” is representative of the Name
of n”apn. Perhaps because of the removal of N15wn NRIWN in this world, the “>” is left out. Also, on
another side note, the 5w7Tn says that because 01 appeased his brothers by crying, the n% 3 will
ultimately come about through crying.¢

Back to our main topic, the crying between q01’ and 1’1’12 foretold the destruction of the 'na
wTpn. This destruction started with the siege of n’*>wy1 by the Babylonians, which occurred on the
tenth of nav. That’s the tragedy we commemorate with a fast.” However, the 910 also brings down
»”nan owa that on the eighth of nav, the evil 75NN "M5n commissioned the Septuagint, a Greek
translation of the 77 n. He did so by selecting 72 men, and locking them all in separate rooms, hoping
to find some discrepancies in their translations. However, n”apn made it that all 72 wrote the exact
same thing. Not only did they all write the same translations, but they all mistranslated certain things
so the oM aR wouldn’t be able to refute the seemingly contradictory language of the n7In, and to
avoid persecution.® Even with the deliberate mistranslations, miraculously one version did not
contradict another.

The connection of the Greek persecution of n311n and the Greek translation is fairly obvious.
However, why is it that one pursuit failed, while the other succeeded? Both attacked our central
methods of nT712y; what’s the difference between the two? Oftentimes, people tend to think that there
is one way of life, and that is a strict adherence to the N7 n and its rulings. However, people sometimes
fail to realize that the n7 n is more than a law book, but a way of life. In certain situations, it may
actually be the right thing and the n”apn 5w 11¥7 to not do that which the n7n says. This is a very
gray area, and judgement shouldn’t be made in any of these cases without first properly consulting a
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knowledgeable 29. The n7n was able to be corrupted to show that it’s not the be all and end all, but
the corruption of the wTpnn n’a and yiddishkeit as a whole had to fail, because the way we serve
n”7apn in our everyday lives is the 9p’y, and sometimes we need a few reminders to illustrate this
concept.

| heard a story recently of one of my rebbeim encountering a 7). After schmoozing with him
for a little bit, he decided to ask the man what made him decide to become Jewish, and taking on the
responsibility of all of the nyxn. The 93 answered that he read a book that totally changed his
perspective on life. That book was the 7Y 1n%1w Mx*p. How he got the book, | have no idea; all |
know is that it was o'nwin jn. The man told my rebbe that after reading the 71%°p, he realized that
everything we do in our day, from waking up in the morning to going to sleep at night, all has meaning
to it, as we serve the 0% R12 in every action that we do. Unfortunately, a majority of us, myself
included, are lacking in seeing the nwyTp of every moment of our lives. To put the point we said before
in a more positive light, the way we serve n”apn in our everyday lives is so fundamental, that we RpyT
had to translate it so every Jew (and even some non-Jews) are able to look at the 1911 and glean lessons
from it to take to our lives. The whole reason the fast days were instituted is to commemorate the
tragedies that happened, which should arouse us to do n2ywn.° In order to do a proper N21YN, we
have to examine our actions, and our thoughts.’® While the n”an4 refers to thoughts that are bad, even
though they don’t translate to actions, perhaps it can also be talking about the motivation behind
sinning. In order to get rid of the motivation of sinning, we have to really live with a mindset of 'n"w
TN ™Y 'n. We should be 1ot this nava nwy to do naywn and eradicate all sin and thoughts of
sin, achieving an unprecedented level of nwna mp»a7, and fulfilling the words of the 8223 of “ mix
DYV DTPNY AMNYDY NVVY NTIN? NP2 7YY 1PVYN DINY MPAVN DINY WWINNN DIXY 290”7 speedily,
in our days. Everyone should have an easy fast, and a truly meaningful fast that transforms our lives.
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