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Rivka's Eulogy

Effie Klein
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Genesis 35:8

(8) Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died, and was buried under the oak below
Bethel; so it was named Allon-bacuth.
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Bereishit Rabbah 81:5
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Tur HaAroch, Genesis 35:8:1

(1) 727 nam, “Deborah died, etc.” Nachmanides writes that he does not
know why this piece of information was included by the Torah at this point
between Yaakov naming the site of the altar Beyt El, and the blessing G’d
gave Yaakov when he added the name Yisrael to his previous name.
Possibly, the reason was, as our sages suggest, that the news of Deborah’s
death was meant to tell Yaakov that his mother Rivkah had died, and that this
explains why Yaakov called the site of Deborah’s interment M52 17X, the
oak of mourning.” Yaakov wept tears for his mother’s death when burying
Deborah. He was especially saddened by the fact that he had not been granted
a reunion with her after all these years. As soon as he had stopped mourning
for his mother, G’d appeared to him and complimented him. (verse 9) Rashi
claims that the reason why the precise date of Rivkah’s death has not been
revealed was to prevent people to use that date to curse the womb that had
produced a person as depraved as Esau, although the date when Leah died
has also not been revealed by the Torah. The reason why the sages did not
attribute any special reason to the omission by the Torah of the date on which
Leah died, was that only the fact that the Torah made a point of mentioning
when a servant of Rivkah died, without also at least telling us when her
mistress died, calls for further investigation. Nonetheless this is not a good
enough reason. The Torah did not omit reporting the death of Yitzchok who
had sired Esau, but even reports that Esau partook in his father’s funeral.
(Genesis 35,29) It is possible that the Torah omitted a direct report of
Rivkah’s death and burial as it was not surrounded by honour, seeing that her
son Yaakov did not attend the funeral and her son Esau hated her, and her
husband Yitzchok who was practically blind, could not perform the rites,
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probably was even unable to leave his house. The Torah did not want to
report that the Hittite neighbours of Rivkah had to bury her. This would have
drawn attention to the lack of honour bestowed on her during her funeral.
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Midrash Tanchuma, Ki Teitzei 4

(1) (Deut. 25:17:) “Remember what Amalek (Esau's grandson) did to
you.”...But [our] masters have said, “He caused her bier to not go forth
publicly [to her funeral]. You find that when Rebekah died, they were saying,
‘Who will go before her? Abraham is dead. Isaac's eyes are dim, and he is
sitting at home. Jacob has gone to Paddan-Aram. Should Esau the wicked go
before her? Then people would say [in Aramaic],?'Much of this paragraph is
in Aramaic. “Cursed be her breasts for suckling this man.”” What did they
do? They brought out her bier at night, so that Esau not go out in front of her,
and all say, ‘Cursed are the breasts suckled this evil man.”” R. Jose bar R.
Hanina said, “Because they brought out her bier at night, the text only
explained about her obliquely. Thus it is written (in Gen. 35:8), ‘Then
Rebekah's nurse, Deborah, died [and she was buried under the oak below
Bethel] and its name was called Weeping Oak (Allon-Bacuth)],” as they wept
two weepings (bekhiot).”**Bacuth, of course, means ‘“weeping,” and allon
can be understood as a Greek adjective in the neuter that means “other’ or
“another.” Thus the name can be read as “another weeping” and imply a
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second weeping. So PRK 3:1; Gen. R. 81:5; cf. Eccl. R. 7:2:3. While Jacob
was seated in observance [of mourning] for her nurse, the news about his
mother came to him, as stated (to Gen. 35:9), “Now God appeared unto Jacob
again [...,] and blessed him.” With what blessing did He bless him? He
blessed him with the blessing of [consolation given to] mourners.?*The
blessing informed Jacob that his mother was dead...
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Bereishit Rabbah 60:16
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Genesis 24:63-67

(63) And Isaac went out walking in the field toward evening and, looking up,
he saw camels approaching. (64) Raising her eyes, Rebekah saw Isaac. She
alighted from the camel (65) and said to the servant, “Who is that man
walking in the field toward us?” And the servant said, “That is my master.”
So she took her veil and covered herself. (66) The servant told Isaac all the
things that he had done. (67) Isaac then brought her into the tent of his
mother Sarah, and he took Rebekah as his wife. Isaac loved her, and thus
found comfort after his mother’s death.
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II Kings 4:8-10

(8) One day Elisha visited Shunem. A wealthy woman lived there, and she
urged him to have a meal; and whenever he passed by, he would stop there
for a meal. (9) Once she said to her husband, “I am sure it is a holy man of
God who comes this way regularly. (10) Let us make a small enclosed upper
chamber and place a bed, a table, a chair, and a lampstand there for him, so
that he can stop there whenever he comes to us.”
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Sukkah 53a:7

§ It is taught in a baraita: They said about Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel
that when he would rejoice at the Celebration of the Place of the
Drawing of the Water, he would take eight flaming torches and toss one
and catch another, juggling them, and, though all were in the air at the same
time, they would not touch each other. And when he would prostrate
himself, he would insert his two thumbs into the ground, and bow, and
kiss the floor of the courtyard and straighten, and there was not any other
creature that could do that due to the extreme difficulty involved. And this
was the form of bowing called kidda performed by the High Priest.
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