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What is the status of rabbinic decrees that were made
generations ago? Will these decrees still apply even if the
reason for the decree isn’t intact? The xanx in n¥°2 on 17 77
says that any decree that was made by a 17 n°a needs a
different 17 n°a to revoke the decree. What is the source for
this 17? Would any 17 n°2 today really be able to uproot
decrees made by the o>non generations before?

Npn

One of the sources that the 7 7" X ny brings for this
comes from the topic of *va1 @12, The 770 in 2w7R DwAd
says that when one takes ownership of a field the crops that
grow during the fourth year are 7% 2>21%71 w7p’ and belong to
o°%w17°. While one could either physically bring his fruits to
o°>w or redeem the monetary value of his fruits in
oow, The baw awyn mwn states that in an effort to
beautify o*5w17° with fruits the Rabbis made a decree that if
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you lived within a day of walking distance to a*>w17° you
had to bring your fruits to o>>w. The X3 in ax°2 records
that 71v°5% °21 who lived within one day of o°%w1° had 095
*ya1. Even though 2ry°5x »21 lived during the time of the
1271 and the rationale to beautify the city of o°%w1 didn’t
apply, nevertheless because of this Rabbinic decree -2
a1yoox thought he was obligated to bring his fruits up to
5w, Instead of bringing his fruits, 213°9x >21 decided to
just make his fruits 2po7 making it the responsibility of the
people who collected his fruits to bring to o*ow1. His
o>7non alerted him that the decree had been nullified by °a1
X271 32 1M and he was no longer obligated to bring his
fruits to o>%w. The & na proves from this episode that we
see even if the reason for a rabbinical decree doesn’t apply
anymore one is still subject to the decree. If it wasn’t for
>XDT 12 131 27 uprooting the decree the decree would still
be in place even though o517 was in a state of j2m.
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27¢'a oo in a number of places seems not to be
consistent with the X nx presented above. The nman mwn
7:m 19 brings the rabbinic decree that one can’t drink
water, wine or milk if they were left uncovered because a
snake might have made the npwn poisonous. Additionally,
the % n¥»2 mawn says that one can’t dance on naw because
of the concern of " w 92 jpn> Xnw. However, MsoIn says
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that these rabbinic decrees don’t apply anymore. The
decree of P o doesn’t apply anymore because snakes
are no longer common. Additionally, m»oin also says that
the decree of dancing on naw is no longer enforced because
the concern of mww *%5 j1pn° xnw doesn’t apply anymore, as
we are not proficient in fixing instruments. The question
becomes how are we to understand this opinion of m»o1n?
Even if the rationale for these decrees don’t apply based on
the x93 in 7¥°2 we would still need a 17 n*2 to uproot these
decrees.
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The 3qo» nva answers that the m 1 of PHwn o and
dancing on naw fall under a unique category of m= . The
oW’ by the topic of “pP2wn o says that the 7713 wasn’t
made for all Jews. Rather, the 712 was only made in
certain places that had snakes. Therefore, since snakes are
not found today, no places would fall under the
requirements of the 7713, The >7°xn n°a continues to explain
the no n"a by saying that also the 71 of dancing on naw
was also only for a few select cities where people were
proficient in fixing utensils. Therefore just like the decree
of pouan o was only for a few places and since snakes
aren’t common the decree goes away the same logic would
apply to the decree against dancing on naw. The nmn n"w
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670 is bothered by this approach because n1vo1n never said
that the i1 of dancing on naw was only for a few select
cities and m»oin only mentioned this detail about the decree
of Poun o,

Some suggest that mooin is holding like the 120 2 %% w"x
n. The w"x" there explains that « ox 317 Mo°R7 avvw 11°37
X2 MoKk Pva ovvn Yvany” if the decree has the reason in
the decree itself and that reason doesn’t apply anymore we
can uproot the decree. Therefore, since the decrees of o
o1 and dancing on naw had the reason placed in the
decree and these reasons don’t apply anymore we don’t
have to be concerned. However the w"xn explains that
when it came to °van 075 the reason was to ensure 25w
had fruits and therefore even though arv°%x »29 lived during
the 32711 the 79013 would still apply.
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The 0"an7 in 2:2 o™wn M9 holds that in order to uproot a
decree the current 17 n°2 has to be greater in numbers and
in wisdom. The 7"2x" is bothered by this requirement of
being greater in wisdom and says if this is true how are we
to understand the "7 7¥°2 X3 regarding *¥27 075 where °29
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X7 32 1M was the one who uprooted the 771, was he
greater in wisdom than the 1>7 n»a before?

The mawn no> answers for the o"anA that *xo1 12 13m° 27 was
greater in wisdom than the previous 7 n°2 and therefore
able to uproot the 7701, The mwn an® suggests that when it
came to °ya7 01> the mwn itself provided a way out. The
mwn there said in a case where there was too much fruit
already in 5w not everyone had to bring fruits to
o°%w1. The mawn on% explains that because the mawn had a
X7 already placed in the decree the o"an2 would say you
can be more %pn in releasing the 771 even if the normal
qualifications of being greater in wisdom and numbers
didn’t apply.
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To conclude the status of Rabbinic decrees is a discussion
up for debate. Based of the w"x~ (and potentially mooin) if
the reason for a Rabbinic decree is mentioned in the decree
itself and that reason no longer applies we might be able to
get rid of that decree. However according to the a2"an" even
if the reason doesn’t apply anymore the decree would still
be intact unless you have a 17 n°a that is greater in numbers
and wisdom. One in &po1 to highlight these different
approaches can be the topic of dancing on naw. According
to the w"x" since the reason the Rabbis made this decree
was because of mww %3 jpn° ®xnw  and that doesn’t apply
anymore it would potentially be ~ny. However according
to the o"ann the decree would still be intact. Whether one
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holds like the w"x~ or the o"ann one can’t underestimate
the importance of ma° 1 made by 17 n°a. The 770 says
NIwn DR anew to which 5" say means  nanwn Wy
nwn and gives 2" the ability to make mnma to protect
the 77 n. Just like one understands why a sacred place
would have security around it we must embrace the mam
made by %"1r1 to guard our spiritual life.



