Chag HaSemikhah Remarks, 5777

oday marks the fourth and
final opportunity I have to
address a Chag HaSemikhah

as Yeshiva’s president. It has been a
sacred privilege.

Today, we celebrate over 130 young men
of extraordinary quality and character
who I have seen grow in learning and in
middos and in professionalism.

And today, I know that you join me in
celebrating the extraordinary Roshei
Yeshiva and Hanhala of Yeshivat
Rabbeinu Yitzchak Elchanan whom I
have had the pleasure to partner with.

In today’s celebrants, Yeshiva
embraces the continuity of our
profound mission of advancing Torah
values, so as to guide, teach and lead
our people and the world to a better
place. Almost 40 years ago, President
Norman Lamm stood at this podium
and shared the following message:

Scholarship and piety are necessary,
but they are not sufficient. A spiritual
person is one whose ideals and practice
transcend his self-interest, whose
deportment and, indeed, very presence
symbolizes the values of Torah.

Years before that, at an earlier Chag
HaSemikhah, his predecessor, Dr. Samuel
Belkin zt], shared the message that:

There is one thing we must remember
always. Just as we have faith in God,

and just as we have faith in the Torah of
Moses, so let us have faith in the Jewish
people, in the continuous miracle of its
rebirth. Let us have faith in the miracle of
spiritual unity between God, His Torah
and His people, which is summed up in
the sayings of our Sages, “Israel, the Torah
and the Holy One Blessed Be He, are one.”
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And almost 85 years ago, our first
president, Dr. Bernard Revel zt'], stood
at this podium and said the following:

Out of the portals of this sanctuary of
the spirit shall come a Jewish leadership
— lay and spiritual — conscious of its
unique heritage, striving to develop in
this land a Jewish life, culturally creative
and spiritually satisfying, based upon the
eternal foundations of the Torah, helping
our communities to fuller self-expression,
and richer contribution to the cultural
and spiritual values of our society.

So I stand here today on the shoulders
of those who came before me, and I
contemplate, what can I possibly add
to this discussion? To this continuing
conversation?

To me, parashat Ki Tisa offers a
precious perspective on how we, klei
kodesh, and lay kodesh, are to lead
our lives, a message that has been a
defining insight for my life and I think
for that of my wife and children.

Perek lamed gimmel details an amazing
discussion between Moshe and the
Ribbono Shel Olam, culminating with
Moshe beseeching God to let Moshe
see God’s face, Hareini na es kevodecha.
God responds:
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And He said, “You will not be able to see
My face, for man shall not see Me and live.”

President Richard M. Joel

President and Bravmann Family University
Professor, Yeshiva University
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And the Lord said: “Behold, there is a
place next to me, and you shall stand on
the rock.”

Such a dramatic moment — Moshe
wants to see God’s face. As close as
Moshe was to the Ribbono Shel Olam,
he was hungry for more. He wanted to
see God’s face, and God says no. But
then God says “stand beside me.”

Rav Sampson Raphael Hirsh explains:
AKX 0ipn M1 — there is a place next to
Me. One and only one point of view
exists as the highest goal to be attained
by the highest human mind, even for
Moses, only one legitimate point of
view, and that is not to try and get a
sight of God, but, elevated by God,
and godliness, to look at men and the
human condition from a height, next to
God, near to God, from God’s point of
view, to understand and appreciate all
men and all conditions of human life.

This master insight — the human
being is not supposed to see God —
it’s not our realm. Our goal is to stand
beside God. Our role is not to see
God, but to see as God sees, and strive
to do as God does.

Beloved musmakhim: Hear the
message from four presidents of this
Yeshiva, and consider that:

Be a caring role model;

Believe in the Jewish People;

Dare to make a difference in the world;
And strive to see as God sees and do
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as God does — vehalachta bdrachav.

As musmakhim of Yeshivat Rabbeinu
Yitzchak Elchanan, you have been
trained in leadership, you have been
prepared to serve as our ambassadors
of nobility, spreading the warmth

of Torah by constantly fanning its
flames. Your actions matter — your
commitment to Torah inspires people
and elevates the world.

Esther and I are entrusting our
children and our grandchildren to

you. Partner with them and with all
our children to advance the Torah and
advance the world.

V'cheyn yehi ratzon.

WHAT YESHIVA UNIVERSITY CAN DO FOR YOU!

Lay Leader Services

CHAMPIONSGATE LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
In concert with community leaders from
around the world; prioritize, present, and
discuss an agenda of the issues facing the
Modern Orthodox community at a yearly
conference that convenes lay, educational
and rabbinic leaders. The conference
continues through ongoing conversations
and continued updates to implement
change in issues affecting our communities.
Contact championsgate@yu.edu.

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP INITIATIVE

Utilizing top professors, talent and resources
of Yeshiva University, CLI teaches the skills
and knowledge necessary for successful lay
leadership. Contact sytner@yu.edu.

Torah Projects & Publications

THE MARCOS & ADINA KATZ YUTORAH.ORG®
Access to the shiurim of Yeshiva University
and Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological
Seminary and partner Torah institutions.
Contact office@yutorah.org

THE BENJAMIN & ROSE BERGER TORAH TO-GO®
Contact us to ensure that your community is
receiving these packets.

Contact shur@yu.edu

STUDENT MEDICAL ETHICS SOCIETY

Join MES for the annual conference on
Medical Ethics and Halacha, or bring an
MES event to your community.

Visit us at www.yumedicalethics.com.

Community Services &
Programs

ARBESFELD KOLLEL & MIDRESHET YOM RISHON®
Join Yeshiva University’s vibrant campus

on Sunday morning to learn from YU

Roshei Yeshiva and prominent scholars. In
addition, you have the opportunity to bring
KYR/MYR to your community.

Contact aryeh.czarka@yu.edu

Programs of YU’s Center for th
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COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH

Join us at the Israel Henry Beren Campus

for a unique six-week lecture series and
hear from YU’s expert faculty on topics such
as Tanach, Jewish history, medical ethics,
Jewish law, Israel’s foreign policy, and many
more. Contact aryeh.czarka@yu.edu

YU SPEAKERS BUREAU

Tailor programs of speakers from within the
YU community for the needs and desires of
your community or institution.

Contact aryeh.czarka@yu.edu

AARON & BLANCHE SCHREIBER TORAH TOURS
Teams of young men and women
dispatched to communities for Simchat
Torah and Shavuot to teach classes, instill
ruach [spirit] and create a fun and spirited
Yom Tov experience.

Contact josh.weisberg@yu.edu.

COMMUNITY KOLLEL

Establish a transformational Torah u-Madda
religious Zionist initiative in your community
that seeds young dynamic families and
serves as an incubator for future klei and lay
kodesh. Contact sytner@yu.edu.

CJF CONSULT

Consulting services aimed at supporting
synagogues, including board development,
governance training, conducting focus
groups and surveys, consensus-building,
strategic planning, interventions, and
rabbinic transition services.

Contact rschwarz@yu.edu.

YUCONNECTS

YUConnects offers social networking events
and opportunities, a matchmaking website
with volunteer connectors worldwide, and
educational sessions relating to dating and
healthy relationship building.

Contact yuconnects@yu.edu.

COUNTERPOINT ISRAEL

Yeshiva University students leave a lasting
impact on hundreds of Israeli teens from
development towns in Israel by teaching
Jewish values and English skills, and

facilitating a variety of extracurricular
workshops in a day camp setting.
Contact josh.weisberg@yu.edu.

Rabbinic Services

MORRIS AND GERTRUDE BIENENFELD
DEPARTMENT OF JEWISH CAREER
DEVELOPMENT AND PLACEMENT

Access to professionals who aid institutions
with the search process, management and
mentorship of rabbis and Jewish communal
professionals throughout North America and
beyond. Contact at rschwarz@yu.edu.

JEWISH CAREERS

A vocational website designed to help
Jewish organizations find professionals
they seek, and aid professionals in finding
positions. Visit www.yu.edu/jewishcareers.

RABBIS YARCHEI KALLAH

Retreats designed to strengthen the
participants’ preaching, pastoral,
programming and teaching skills, as well as
management skills and balance between
the home-work relationship.

Contact jschacte@yu.edu.

REBBETZIN ESTHER ROSENBLATT YARCHEI
KALLAH FOR REBBETZINS

In-depth textual learning, mentoring
between veteran and new rebbetzins, and
more. Contact meira.davis@yu.edu.

RABBANAN.ORG RABBINIC RESOURCE
WEBSITE

Webinar recordings, shiur outlines, drasha
ideas, a responsa research service, and a
host of links to access our resources and
services for rabbis.

Available at www.rabbanan.org.

CONTINUING RABBINIC EDUCATION
COURSES

Web-based courses for rabbis on issues such
as “Addressing Abuse in Community;” “End
of Life Issues; “Fundraising” and more.
Contact lavenda@yu.edu
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