The True Meaning of the “Book of Life”

Rabbi Joshua Strulowitz
Young Israel of Passaic-Clifton

The Three Books Open Before Hashem
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There are three books opened on Rosh Hashanah:
One for complete evildoers, one of complete
Tzaddikim and one for those in the middle. Full
Tzaddikim-they are immediately written and sealed
for life, the full evildoers are immediately written
and sealed for death those in the middle are hung
in judgement between Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur. If they merit, they are written in life, and if
not they are written in death.
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Does This Concept Make Sense?
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There are three books open on the Day of
Judgement: We need to analyze this, because it
the description of the “regular people” is not
consistent with the Tzaddikim and evildoers...and
also what the great Rabbis say about this, because
we see many Tzaddikim who die and many
evildoers who live until the next year.
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Is Lifespan Based on Merit?
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Rava said: Lifespan, children and wealth are not
based on merit but rather based on Mazal. For
example, Rabbah and Rav Chisdah were both
great Rabbis and Tzaddikim. One Davened for
rain and it came and the other prayed for rain and
it came. Rav Chisdah lived to the age of 92 and
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Rabban died at the age of 40. Rav Chidsah’s
house held 60 marriage feasts, Rabbah’s house
held 60 Shivah Houses. At Rav Chisdah’s they
had the purest wheat bread for dogs and it went
to waste. At Rabbah’s house they ate barley
bread, and there was never enough.
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Maybe it means xan n71v?
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Are There Other Places Where “Long Life” Means xan n7y?
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Rabbi Yaakov said: There is no reward
for Mitzvot in this world. As it says in a
Beraittah: Rebbi Yaakov said: There is
no reward for Mitzvot as a quid pro
quo, because Techiyat HaMetim is not
dependant on it. As it says about
honoring one’s parents: “So that you
shall have long life and a it shall be
good for you.” When it comes to
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sending away the mother bird, it says, M DR [vn' 2o 17pw 07vh - 7 2ot [vnY
“So that it shall be good for you and apy' " I Dn Ixe ’nTe A nK 70w 07T -
you shall have a long life.” There was a .NTN NWyN
case where a father told his son to
climb a tree and get for him the chicks.
He climbed the tree, shooed away the
mother bird and he took the chicks. As
he was climbing down the tree he fell
and died, how it that “long life”? How is
that good for him? Rather, this refers to
the world that is really long (i.e. the
World to Come). Maybe this episode
never happened? Rebbi Yaakov saw it
happen himself.

If it means xan o7y, why be inscribed annually?
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