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Tam or Tipesh?
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What Is a Tam?
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Bloody men hate a Tam, but the upright seek to cleave to his soul.
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The Connection Between Tam and Emet
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Shin stands for “Sheker” and Tav stands for “Emet”. Why are the letters of Sheker so close together and
the letters of Emet spread out? It is because Sheker is so common and truth is so rare. And why do the
letters of Sheker stand on one leg while the letters of Emet are set like bricks? Truth stands, but Sheker
cannot stand.
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They fasted continuously for three days and prayed. A note fell down from Heaven on which was written
“truth”. Rebbi Chaninah said, “we learn from this that the signet of Hashem is “truth”.
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The Danger of Too Much Truth
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Rabbi Simeon ben Tzemach Duran (Rashbatz) was born in Majorca in 1361, and died in Algiers in 1444.
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The Answer to the Tam

24) Rav Joseph B. Soloveitchik, “Kol Dodi Dofek”

“Judaism, with its realistic approach to man and his place in the world, understood that evil could not be
blurred or camouflaged, and that any attempt to downplay the extent of the contradiction, and
fragmentation to be found in reality will neither endow man with tranquility, nor enable him to grasp
the existential mystery. ..Whoever wishes to delude himself by diverting his attention from the deep
fissure in reality, by romanticizing human existence, is naught but a fool and a fantast.” (page 52)
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“When the impulse of intellectual curiosity seizes hold of a person, he ought to do naught but find
strength and encouragement in his faith in the Creator, vindicate G-d’s judgment, and acknowledge the
perfection of his work.” (page 63)

“We do not inquire about the hidden ways of the Almighty, but rather about the path wherein man shall
talk when suffering strikes, we do not inquire about the hidden ways of the Almighty but, rather, about
the path wherein man shall walk when suffering strikes. We ask neither about the cause of evil nor
about its purpose but rather about how it might be mended and elevated. (page 54)

25) Introduction by Rabbi Walter Wurzburger, Fate And Destiny From Holocaust to the State of Israel

“The Rav employs this distinction in discussing the problem of evil. He maintains that it is senseless to
raise the metaphysical question of why there is evil in the world. The human mind is simply not
equipped to tackle this problem. To engage in theodicy is an exercise in futility. Instead of looking for
an explanation of our fate—for example, why a particular evil has struck us—we should ask ourselves
how we can respond to evil in a manner that will enable us to emerge from this experience as better
moral and spiritual beings.” (page VII)
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