Tbe Secret mf Ebe [Seventy Year Exile

RabbilEtan Moshe [Berman

We @pically [view m/leggilas [Esther [and ! the Burim Btory @cally, [dsld Bompact Ekory [distinct [ from [ the @eneral
historical [context!in [which [itlobcurred. [However, latcording [td [Chazalthis lid nbt [the [case.

What [chused [the first @eat [threat [of [ahnihilation [for [the [Jbwish H&ople? Dﬁ/hy [did [God [allow[Haman [td [come[td
power lahd [attempt [the [fitst [hblocaust. [Tt chnnot [bk [that [Haman [had [flee [wiill, [ahd [with [it lattempted [t6 [destroy [the [dews.
One [hhbs [free [l [t [kill [oheself, [blit [ohe’s [flee [ull lid [uhable [t [affect [ahother Bersonl. [[These [qliestions [we[chn [nb[ldnger
answer [ith E&rtainty, [blut [ohe Eﬂvantage [of Ebving Brophets, lahd Harhaps [the [mhost [essential [ohe, [id[that [ule [chn Brecisely
answer [ these qliestions. [[And lybt, [Meggilas [Esther [does [nbot [té]l [us [ohe [wiord i [this [régard. [[For (this[rbason, [the[students
of [the hbly [Rebbi [Shimon [bar [Yochai lasked [this [of [their (hbly [téacher:

The @isciples [ df[ R.[Shimon [ Ben [ Yochail dsked [ Aim, [ “Forlhat[ dere| the mlaters Bf] [ sraellih [ that
generationdecreed (to [ beldestroyed?” [[Helahswered, ["You téll mhe.” Djﬁhey [shid, [ “Because [they [ehjoved
from|the [feast|of [that[Rasha.”[[Ff[sb, lonly(those [df (Shushan [should [be [ Killed; [those lof [the [rést [df [the
worldshould [nlot (b killed. ” [ [They [shid [t [Rim, ["You [téll us. " [ [He [shid [tb [them, [“Because [ they [bowed
down [td [the mnage [(in[the Ebys [of[Nevuchadnetzar[[[Rashi).” Djﬂhey [shid[td [him, [“Is[there favoritism it
this @n’ng [(if[sb, [How |did @ey [mheritlalnhiracle [[IRashi) 7 [ [Heshid tb [them, ETThey Hﬂy Bretended [(but
offéar[[Rashi), [sb tdo the [Holy [One Blessed [Be [He [ohly [pretended!td |do [tb [them. [LAnd [this [id [What
is [written m_am. (3:33 ), ["He [dbth [nbt [afflict [flom [His [hkart.”” @/Ieggilah [12a )

HerelwWe [find[tlo [chuses, [one [that [uas Blpparently @nough [tbr [the [ Jews [ of [Shushan[tb [be, [at [1dast [threatened,
with ahnihilation, Blamely, for @artaking lin [the [féast [df [Achashverosh; [ahd [ahother [that [Was Egnificant B‘lough [forall [the
Jews [td [be [threatened ulith [dkath, Bbmely, [that @ey B}etended 't [bbw [td [ah %age lat [the [tilne [of [Nevuchadnetzar.

What B{actly lulas [Rebbi Shimon lbar Yochai @ferring td? [An Eoisode [that iglrécorded |in [the [bbok [of [Daniel:

anie apter

1. King [Nevuchadnetzar mhade an mnage Bf@bld, Lifs meight thy [clibits, [ifs [Wlidth [six [clibits; [ e [sbtif
up lin[the Blain lof[Dura, lin[the B}pita] Bty B‘aby]on.

2. And| Nevuchadnetzar! dent! fo @ather [ the Gatraps, [ the @refects, [ the @ovemors, [ the Bxdges, [ the
treasurers, | thel dounselors, [ the | sheriffs, [ dnd| dli| the [ dulers | &f[ the [ dapitall dities| tb| dome [ tb [ the
dedication ofthe lihage [that [King [Nevuchadnetzar [had sét lup.

3. Then,| thel satraps, | the| prefects,| thel governors, | thel jlidges, | the| treasurers, | the| dounselors, | the
sheriffs,|and [l [the [ rlilers [ of [ the Ebpital [dities[uere @athered [t [the dedicationdf [ the mnage [that
King [Nevuchadnetzar [Had [sét EJ lahd @ley [were Banding Blnposite [the mnage [that[Nevuchadnetzar
had|sétup.

4. Andlthelahnouncementwasidsued aloud, [“To @u [we late Qaying H?oples, [nhtions|ahd @mgues.
Atltheltimethat @ou [Hear [the [sbund[of(the @hist]ing [Horn, [the [clavichord, [the marp, (the Bsaltery,
the magpipes, land|ali[kinds [ df[dhusic, @ou [shall [ fhilland Brostrate @ourselves [t the @olden mnage
that @ing \Nevuchadnetzarhbs|sét Eb

1. See, lfdrlekample, Ic"NY HIBN PUD» Y0 [régarding whyitlidfdrbidden [td tdke [révenge.
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AndlWhoever [ Will dot| falll dnd mrostrate [Himself, [ Will at[ that| ime [ Be| dastihto [ 2 muming, mery
furnace.”
Inlview o this, lat [that tine, [when lall Bboples [hkardthe [sbund [of [the @hisﬂing [Horn, [the [clavichord,

the Harp, Lthe | psaltery, land [dll [kinds [ df Lthusic, Ll jeoples, [ dations, | and | tbngues [would | prostrate
themselves té [the gblden ithage [that [King Nevuchadnetzar |had sétup.
Inlview o [this, [at [thattime, [sobme [Chaldean [nhen E)proached lahd|dbnounced|the [Jews.

They @Joke Eb lahd [skid[td @ing [Nevuchadnetzar, ay [the @ng liibe [fbrever!

You,[® @ing, @ave [dn[order| that Gny merson [Who [ Aears the  sound[ df! the B/histling [Horn, [the
clavichord, [ the marp, [the Esaltery, [the magpipes, [and | dlil Hinds[ df [ thusic, [ shall [ fAll [ and mrostrate
himself(td [the @)Iden @age.

And|whoever does nbt falllahd [prostrate |himself shall lbe [cast linto [the fiery [ firnace.

Therel drel Judahite [ then [ Whom [you! dppointed| dver [ thel dffairs [ of [ the | dapitall dities | of [ Babylon,
namely [ Shadrach, [ Meshach, [ dnd[ Abed Gego [ (Chananiah, | Mishael| dnd| Azariah| [ [see| Rashil tb
Daniel|2:4 9); | these men|did [nbt tdkecounsel to [follow lybur decree, |0 king. [ They|db not luiorship
vourgbd ahd|theydb [nbt [prostrate [themselves 10 [the |gblden lihage that lubu [hhve sét ub. ”

Then [Nevuchadnetzar, Lih Wrath lahd Bhger, [drdered|td @ing [Shadrach, [Meshach, lahd[Abed Bego.
Then|these men lulere [brought bbfore the king.

Nevuchadnetzarspoke up land|said|té them, [“Isifl [y |decree] lmeaningless, (O [Shadrach, [Meshach,
and[Abed Bego, [that @bu [do [not @orship Hly E;bd lahd|that @bu [donot Brostrate @burselves [tb[the
golden @age that(IThhve [sét E}J?

Now! Hehold, @ou [are | destined, [at [ the [ time [ that @ou [Hearthe m/histling [Horn, L the [ dlavichord, [ the
harp, Lthe psaltery, | the [ Bagpipes, Ldnd | dll Kinds | df Lhusic, L tb L£hll dnd [ prostrate L yourselves| tb | the
image [that[Ithade, [ahd m@ou [do ot Brostrate @ourselves, [dt[thattime @ou [shall[Be| castlihtod
burning, lfieryflimace, lahdwho lidlal gbd [who Wil [sdve lubu [flom [mhy lhhnd

Shadrach, [Meshach, land [ Abed [ dego lahsweredand [ said o the [king, [ “Nevuchadnetzar, Lwe do [not
careltd|ahswer @Du labout [this [matter.

Behold|there idlour [God uhom [we [worship; [He chn [save [uk. [From the [burning, lfiery flirnace lahd
from @Dur @ands, @ng, [Helulill lshve @s].

. Andlifldot, [1ét[it[He[ Known [tb @ou, (O ming, [that e [Will [ dot m/orship @our @od, [deither [ Will[We

prostrate lolirselves [t [the @)Iden @age [that @Ju [hhve lsét Eb 7

Then [Nevuchadnetzar [Was filled [With (ulrath, [ahd [the [féatures [of [his[fAce Blanged Ebainst [Shadrach,
Meshach, lahd[Abed Gego,’ [Heshouted|ahd|ordered [tb [Heat [ the flirnace [séven [times [ak [mhuch [ak lif
shouldbe |hkated.

. And|he|cbmmanded [certain phighty men lin [his larmy (té [Bind [Shadrach, [Meshach, lahd [Abed [ dego,

tocastthem linto the Hzming, @ery [frnace.

Then [these[mhen [were bound lih [their @oaks, [their Eousers, [their %bes, landtheir @)ther] @arments,
and @ey [werechstlidto the @Jming, @ry [flirnace.

Inlview!| df!this, [sincel the [ Word [ df[ the ming [Was mrgent [dnd| the[ flirnace | Was| Reated Excessive]y,
these men [who [hhd @fought B_b [Shadrach, [Meshach, lahd[4bed Bego [were killed @ B@)ark loflfite.
And [these Ben, [the[three H@em, @hadrach, @ﬂeshach, lahd[Abed Gego, (3l [ihto [the @Jrning, @ry
furnace, lbbund.

Then @ing [ Nevuchadnetzar [ Was| Bewildered | and [ stood mp Lih [ Haste. [ Ble| shouted| dnd | shid | tb [His
leaders, [“Did [Ilnot [ chst[three [men linto [the Ebry @mace, [bbund?” ﬁhey lahswered |ahd [shid [tb [the
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king, "The @ng lid|thue.”

25. Helchlledout[ahd!shid, ["Behold, [Isée fbur flee [mhen @a]kmg it [the [mhidst [of [the fire, [ahd [there lid
no lwound upon [them, lahd the [fbrm lof [the [fourth ohe lis like [[that [off lah lahgel.

26. Then|Nevuchadnetzar Qpproached [the @ate [df[the muming, mery [furnace. [Hlel shouted | and| shid,
“Shadrach, [Meshach, land[Abed | nego, [the [servants o [the [ Most[High [ God! [Step [ dut land [come!”
Then Shadrach, [Meshach, lahd [Abed Bego [chme ot [of[the [nhidst [of [tAe [fire.

27. Andlthe Eétraps, (the Brefects, [the E;lovemors, lahd (the [leaders|off[the m'ng Ebthered [[and][shw[these
men, that the fite |had taken nb leffect [on their [bodies, [the [hair [of [their | heads whas [nbt [singed, [their
robes [hhd [nbt (changed, lahd [the [sinell lof [ fire [hhd [nbt [been labsorbed by [them.

28. Nevuchadnetzar!ckied out!and!shid, [ “Blessed|be [the | God [ df[Shadrach, [Meshach, [ahd[Abed Gego,
Who lsent | Hiis Bnge] (dnd | réscued [ His [ servants, [uho [ tusted | Hiim, | deviated [ ftom [ the [dommand [ df
the @'ng, land [risked [ their [ liles itk lorder [not [tb @orship lor Erostrate [themselves [tb @w E;bd @(cept
totheir God.

29. Nowlah|order!iglidsued @ [the [that Qly Ebople, (dation, [or Emgue (that Wil @Deak laimiss[about the
God| df(Shadrach, [ Meshach, [dnd[Abed Bego [shall[Beltbrn[limb| ffom Lliimblahd [ His [ Rouseshall be
made B@mgheap [bkcause [there [id[nb [other @)d [wWholchn[save i [this [mbanner.”

30. Thenlthe @ng [mhade [Shadrach, [Meshach, [ahd [Abed Gego Brosper lin [the @pital Bty @abylon.

31. King Blevuchadnetzar, maid] (ol dll Eeop]es, Bations, [and Ebngues [that [ dwell Lif [ the [Whole @arth,
"May lybur [welfare lidcrease!

32. Thelsignslahd|ulonders that [the [Most High God |has done With [me itlbbhooves me [td [récite.

33. How @reat Lake [Hiis Bgns, lahd[How mn'ghty lare [Hiis[wonders! Hiis mingdom lidlah [eternal mingdom,
and|His|dbminion idulith @/ery E;E‘neration. ”

It [Would Bppear [that [ the [ dntire [ Jewish Eeople 'Howed [down [t6 [Nevuchadnetzar’s mnage Bxcept [for[(Chananiah,
Mishael lahd [Azariah. D:ﬁ]hy did @ney [nbt[bow[down? [[Or, Bkrhaps lalmore Ebpropriate @estion lid @hy did [the [rést [of [the
Jewish @ople (bbw [down? [[Either @ay [we hhve Eﬂroblemi lifl[tthis %age [was [ah lidol, [then [all [the [Jbws[should [hhve @ven
their [lives [rather [than Ebw, [ahd [ifl[if[wWas [not [ah @ol, [sb[then @hy [were [these[three [Tzaddikim @illing [t [fbrfeit [their [lives
for[nbthing?

The [Talmud|is|bbthered @ [this:

Comel dnd| Rear:[ Furthermore Extrapolated B‘hodos, [ thel han [ of[ Rome:[ What @Jstiﬁed @hanam’ah,
Mishael, lahdAzariah [tb mermit [themselves [t [be [thrown [into [the @ery [flirnacel for the [shnctification|of
Gld’slnhme? Djﬁhey [derivedtheir @stiﬁcation [flomlah [alfortiorilcbnclusion flom [the @ogs. UIflid @gards
tolthe mrogs, [Which [ake [not Bb]igated [td @nctify [the [name[df[the mord, Liflid [Written mfxodus E}, [“And
they [Will [dome [and| dscend] lif @our |Homes ! [étc.] dndlith @our _dvenslandlin @our Bough. »[[[Whenli$
dough fdund lirk [ah [dven ? [[We [ulould Eiy at(altime [whhen [the [oben [id [Hot [[[We, [that [ate [commanded|td
sanctify [the [nhme, [How [much [mhore [sb. [ (Pesachim[53b)

How [does! this [ahswer [ dur Huestion? [[if Ebwing [downt6[this mnage [was!ah [act [of molatry, [then [the [sburce[tb
forfeit [their [libes [id[flom [the [verse of, [“And @)u [shall [ldve [the [Lord [God [ith all [of @)ur [heart... land all [of @)ur [sbul [ (Deut.
6:5)”, [Which[téaches [us [ that[dne [nhust [fbrfeit [his life [rather [than [do [ah [akt [of molatry, [nbt[ah [al fortiorilcbnclusion [ffom
frogs! [[But Eerhaps [the @iggest @uestion [dnlthe [Gemara id[How %ey [can[léarn Bnything [ffom mogs, [Wholdodot[rhake

2. Translation flom [http://www.chabad.org/library /bible_cdo/aid/ 16486
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choices! [[Whatid the [world lid[gbing [oh?
The [alithors [of [the [Tosafos Hagin [tb[alldress [sbme [of [our [cbncerns:

Rashiléxplains| the [ Talmud! to [ Be | dsking | Why| didn’t[Chananiah, [ Mishael  and | Azariah [ léarn| ftom [ the
verse, | “and Llive [ Hy| them | that  one [ should | ttansgress Ld| prohibition | to | preserve [ His iife. [[But | this| i
difficult |bbcause lifl was lin [pliblic, lahd we [conclude it [Sanhedrin [Z4a [ that leVeryone labrees that lin [puiblic
onelidlobligated [t forfeit his life leben [t avoid lviolating ah linsignificant [Mitzvah. [[Therefore, [Rabbeinu
Tam |explains that [the ilmage  produced [for [Nevuchadnetzar [was ot ah lidol, [ but [rather [dllstatue [ that [he
made!tbHonor [ Himself, and [ that i3 @hy [the [ Talmud|asks @hy [did @ﬂey [dot[bow. [ [This i [also mnplied
from [the [verse a5 litlshys, [“They|db [dot [sérve lubur [gbd, [ahd [they |db [nbt [bbw [t [ubur [golden lihage. ” [[if
sounds likehiis @od land [the mnage [dereltvo E&parate mn'ngs. Dﬂccording [tb [thisifl also [whorks [out [that
which litlshys lin [Kesuvos [33b that |had [Chananiah, [Mishael lahd | Azariah [been [tortured, [they (would [have
served | the Bnage. [ [#(t[ Aad| Been [ dnLidol, @wy [would[ Aot [ Aave, [ God | forbid, [ Bowed [ down [ tol it.
However, lthe language lof “served” |dbesn t lwork lout [s6 [well. [(Tosafos IBid.)

According [t6[Rabbeinu [Tam, lubu [sée [that, lin [fact, [this [wlas nbt [alcase [of lidolatry [at all. [The lqliestion [then, lig[nbt
why the [Jewish Beople lak [al whole [bowed, [but [rather @hy [didn’t[@hananiah, [Mishael [ahd [Azariah [bow? [[The [Talmud lid
answering tHat Eey deduced their @stification [fdom [the @ogs. [How/chn [ule [make [sénse [of [this?

Suicide lahd [absisted [shicide lid[prohibited lid [dhdaism. [However, [ue [db[have [a[Mitzvah [of lsanctifying the [name [of
God. [This means [that [if [dne [id [ killed [due [t [His [ réfusal [tb [tfansgress [al[Divine [cbmmand, [He [has [sanctified [the [name [df
God. [However, [host [of [the [time, [God [Himself [has lihstructed [us [nbt [td [do [sb, [ak [He [wiould [rather [u[live [t [do Mitzvos
rather [than die [tb [aboid mansgressing them. [This liluhat [the [vérse [means[when EBﬁySZ

(B lopy) 5 e pp D1 R PDIc My M 4deNNlgl PN PHINE”
“And lubu lshall lgliard [my [dws lahd [my jdgements|that people lwlill [performthem|ahd llive by [them, 15 (God.[(Lev.[18:5)”

In[three [ situations [However, [ dne i Bbligated (16 [ forfeit [His life [ rather [than mansgressi miolatry, [hurder [and [the
forbidden [sexual [rélationships. (4 [aldition, [ak [Tosafos [pointed [olut, [t [all public [fbrum [ohe is [abligated [t6 [forfeit [his life [tb
avoid Eansgressing B’ly [Mitzvah. [[Id (the [situation [of [the Bﬁage Hroduced [tér [Nevuchadnetzar, [there [was nb Hansgression [at
all [t [bbw [in [Honor [of [the @ing. [ [stich Qgtuation, lid [onelallowed [t [fbrfeit [hislife? [[Hwould [seem [t [be [absurd [ahd [ih
effect [no (different than [slicide! [ [Wet, (Ghananiah, [Mishael [ahd [Azariah [deduced [alljdstification [ftom [the [flogs. Dﬁrogs (have
no @itzvos, [ahd @t [there [wlere @ogs [that Ebve [their [liVes[td (cteate alsanctification [of [God’s [name [[Thow [sb? [[Because [the
warning [t [Pharaoh [Was [that [there [ulill [bk @ogs leben lid [his [obens, [eVen [when Eey ate [oh. [[So [t [fdifill [tHis Bague, [certain
frogs [nkeded[td mmp lidto [the [obens. [[The [résult was [alshnctification [of [God’s lname, [because it[cteated [the Broper Hague.
If[we [ake [told [this [about [the mogs, (it mhust [be [that [if[téaches [uk Ebmething. [[Therefore, Mrley [deduced|fiom [the @ogs [that
onelid @ermitted [tb [cheate [all shnctification [df [God’s mame, [eben [When [there [i$[rlo Bbligation, [ahd [elen [When[dne[id [dot
thereby E/oiding g@ansgression. [This [ulasthe [deduction [flom [the @ogs.

But/ this [does [not @xplain @hy m}ley [would Lrisk [death! [[When [if[came [t6 [the mogs 'wWe [understand [the Eiasulting
sanctification, itk (that i ckeated [the Eroper Elague, [but [what [were [Chananiah, [Mishael [ahd [Azariah @rying [td Eﬂ:complish?
What|were @ney mying to [téach [the [Jewish Beople? [[Remember, [Rebbi [Shimon [bar [Yochai [shid [that Bbwing [down [t [this
statue [wasthe [rbason [for [the [threat [of [ahnihilation Bbainst [the [Jbws [at [the [time [Jf [Purim. Dﬁet, [bhsed [on [wWhat [we [Have
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seen, [there [wWasro [réason b [réfrain! [ (8o, lif [We [chn Bxplain [the [rhtionale [of [Ghananiah, [Mishael [ahd [Azariah, [we should
be lable [t [uhderstand [the [cbndemnation [of [Rebbi [Shimon [bar [Yochai.

Interestingly @nough, [wefind[that [ Mordechai L did Exactly Lthe|same mjing Lds[ Chananiah, [ Mishael [ and [ Azariah.
Howlsb?

Theldirect [cause df [the [decree [ of [Hlaman, [explicitly [stated [ih [ Meggilas Esther3 [i$[Mordechai's| refusal [ tb [ bow
down [tb[Haman. [ [T [uWas[beneath [Haman’s B]ignity [t [bare B@'udge Eibainst [one Berson, [sbihstead [of @lling [Mordechai,
Haman décided [t kill [his lehtire [nation. Dﬂccording [to lthe Vilna @aon4, [this lislwhy [the [verse [tells [us[that Mordechai et lolut
a @'eat, [bitter By. [[Great, lbecause of [the @'eat Hagedy, lahd [bitter, [because litlwhas [his [fAult. [[So @hy didn’t lhe lbow?

Chazal[téll BE, [that[Haman [nhade [himself linto B@aity. [[He [cbnsidered himself B@d [[Now, [nb [ohe [believed [this
ludicrous [ dlaim, [But [fbr [ this [ rbason, [He [Wanted [dll [t6 [How [ down [tb [ Him. [ [What [i$[ the [ Halachah [ih [ slich [d[ situation?
TosafosSanhedrin |6 1 b téll [us [that there [is [no [prohibition [t6 [bow [ down, (a5 [Rava [shys [ there [in [ the [ Talmud, lif [dne [bbows
down [t dnlidol [that[Ho [one[Helieves[ih, [and Bveryone Bnly [skrves!it [ dut[ df fear [ of munishment (Tsluch [an [det [i$[ dot
idolatry. [[Eor this [ rkason, [the [Jewish [people [Howed [t6 [Hlaman, Ljuist Lals [they [ Bowed [16 [the [ statue [ df [Nevuchadnetzar [sb
many lyéars before. [[ButMordechailuould [nbt [bbw. [[He figured, l1dt[them [throw [me into lalfiery [frnace. itnever lokcurred
tohim [that[the [ehtire [ Jewish [people [would [be [threatened [with [ahnihilation [because [he [alone [rbfused [t6 [bow. [[We [Have
the [shme qliestion [oh [Mordechai lab [ue [did [on [Ghananiah, [Mishael [ahd [ Azariah! Dﬁ]hy did [they [nbt [bbw [down? ([What lid
the [sanctification lof [(God’s [nhme [that [they [were [tfying [t [atcomplish®

Onelmore gliestion, lahd [wlith [this [we [begin [dur lahswer:
After the [tables[ate [tirned [oh [Haman, [ahd (the [Jews ate [able [td [réverse [hisdecree, [the eggilah (tells [ub:

“(56:0 wOIc) Y [eg NG Milc YD PN
“Forlthe lJewsthere (was light, [happiness, [idy lahd [splendor [(Esther 8:16).

Chazal [tll[uk[that:

M [réfersltd DN,
MNNGreferslto A6 PN NAE,
ee [réfers[td PEN
and ‘)P' [réferstd |'J"®J’).

So, Lin Ldffect, [the [ verse Li$ [telling [ us [ that [ the [ Jews [ Had | Torah, [Holidays, [Bris [ Milah Land [ Teffillin. L[ [fbr [sbme
reason [we [Heed [16 [Know [ this, [then @st [ubrite [i! Dﬂ]hy [did[the @Ieggilah [Have [t [cbuch these [Mitzvos|ih [dther [terms?
Besides, [Were mhey (ot Hoing [these [Mlitzvos [before? [ [We [Have [do lihdication [ that [this [Was the [ dase. [ [What are [Chazal
trying [t [t [us?

The [Jews[dever Qopped Eerforming [these [ Mitzvos. D]E'Iowever, [dfter [ the [thiraculous! thrnaround [ of @urim, [the
Jews| Had[d Bompletely [different [ attitude[ towards | these [ Mitzvos, [ and [ this[ dew [ attitude, L1 think, [i5[ 4 [ reflection[ df[ the

3. SeelEbther H]apter 3.
4. Ic:3 6ed» 37¥ IcED WA
5. ¢ DN
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rectification [of (their [sin, fwhich [was [the [attual [chuse [of [the [threat [ [ahnihilation.

When [one [does Q)mething BJrely lolt [of Boligation, [nhore [often [than [nbt, litlldcks [ekcitement. [T [slich [al situation,
TorahligTorah, bt [nbt »c, [nbt mght. [[You/cn @aep [all [the ldws [of [Shabbos [ahd [the Bolidays, [blut [itlwill lnbt (b PHNe.
Bris Milah lis [ah [att [ that [al baby lid[not [intellectually [cbnscious lof, lahd [the [résulting [cbvenant lid [nbt [nkcessarily |lGG. [[When
one @raps |'tf ' atld:30am [after Bruggling ltd @at lout [his [wlarm [bkd [oh [al dark, [cbld [Winter Hlorning, lit| mhore [often [then
not fdils [t [be [splendor. [However, litall ldependsoh [ohe’s [attitude.

The H‘ory (i tbid [ that| the @haagas @ryeh [Hired[d| Jewish m/agon [driver[tb Bransport [Him [back[Home.
When ltheyatrived at al crossroads, [the [driver [tlirned [tb [the [rbad [that [Would [thke [ them [significantly lout
of[the @ay. [[When [akked @hy [He[uas Broceeding lih [that @ay, [He Eésponded [that [tb E;lo Braight [wWould
result it [ their | entering [alcity [ Where [the [non Ldews attack [ Jewish [Wagons and Lit [ Was [dangerous. [The
Shaagas!|Aryeh, sb desiring [té |be (backir [his [Bais [Midrash, lréquested|that [ they (gb that [wlay [nbnetheless.
After[cbnsistentréfusal @/ [the driver, [the @haagas @ryeh lihsisted [ahd Bromised [that @ey [wWould [Hot bk
harmed. [ [[With | the Bromise [df| the [ Tzaddik, [ the [ driver chuiesced. [ IWhen mley [entered| the B’ty, (the
townspeople Bbgan [tb [lihe [ the[streets [tb Eelt [the @agon, (but lihstead mney [fozelahd @azed [at[the @on
Tzaddik, (uhabletd [eben [lift (2l Hand. [[The [wlagon |dtiver [was amazed. (FHowdid [ybuldb (that 7[Rk labked
of[the ShaagasAryeh. (¥t [whas [nb [tick, 7 [He lekplained, [“The [vérse[says that (all [the [nations [ of (the [world
will [sbethat thenamelof(Godlid[chiled @JOH @)u lahd mﬂey (will lféar @bu. [[The [ Tralmud tbaches|us [that
the‘hame[df  God’ [referred[tblis the @lcrde /7/"@,/‘) [ IWith [ this [dxplanation [the | Wagon [driver [ was
overjoyed. [[He did [not [wear his [ Teffilin all Hay, 2k [the @haagas @ryeh did, [blit [How [he [would [don [them
every [time | He [ was[about [t [enter [ this [tbwn! [ [This [ new m/eapon [Would [ shve [ Him[Hours|ahd[Hours|of
traveltime. [On [hlis [réturn @ip, (the |dFiver Bapped loh [his [ Teffilin @ior ) @ﬁen’ng the Bty. {However, it
was_ofL o L dvail, Lhe [ was| pelted dorse | than| dver  before, | dnd [ was| licky| tb [ éscape | with Lhis| life.
Depressed, bruised|ahd|confused, |he lawaited [his [nkxt lehcounter [with [the [Shaagas [ Arveh td luhderstand
what [went @rong. [[Attheir nlext H}eeting, [the [ Tzaddik B(plained, [ “The | Talmud télls us that [the [ ‘hame
of God'lréfers(to elcne fap, nbtlto elcr» fye ffap.”

Teffilin, [ahd Ehy [other [Mitzvah [fr [that [mhatter, [chn [be Ebmething (thatsits E{op [dur[head, [ah [almost Eeaningless
robotic attof [“bervice” [tb [God. [ [Teffilin that [ate [IN [ybur [Head [however, [ate [allcbmpletely [different [ story. [[Tlo [mherge lour
mind [with [that [which lididscribed [within lobir [Teffilin lid [the lideal.

Shabbos[88arélates/that when[God @we [the [Torah [t [the [Jewish Haople, [He [hkld [allmhountain [dver [their [Heads
and [threatened [them, [“If [ybuabcept [the [Torah, gevaldik. [If[not, [this will [be [ybur [cbmetery.” [[From [Here [ue [sée [that [the
Torah [uasforced [upon [us. [[We [fbllowif [Hecause [we [Have [ tb. [ [However, [the [Talmud [continues[that [ the [Jewish [people
later E&cepted @@il]ingly (in [the @ays lof [Alchashverosh. [[There [ulas[alnkw El:ceptance lof [the [Torah [at [tHe [time [of [Purim. [T
became [sbmething [they lwlanted [td [fulfill. [The [Vilna[Gaon gives us [ah [ahalogy [td [appreciate [this.

Therelwas!al Brince [wWho [did Ebmething [térrible, [ and [was | diiled @/ [His [ fhther, [ the @ing. [ tuth, [the
King [still[Ibved [His [sbn|and [Wanted [ Him [tb [ thend  His @ays land[return[tblthe Balace. [[Exile, [However,
was [ the Bnly @ay [th @et (the Bﬁessage lakrossthatthe mn’nce ’s|attions[Were mnacceptable. Dﬁean’ng [for
thel prince’s safety [ffom [ahimals ahd jéalous mhinisters, [ the [King [Wanted [tb [sbnd [ His [guards b | protect
him.[ [ However, Lif[ the @m’nce [ discovered | that! the ﬂ(ing [ vas Eronstantly erotecting [ Bim, Lt dould
undermine the lehtire ldsson. [[The @ing [decided that|hle [uhould liddeed Brovide Brotection [£brhis[sbn, lin
thefbrm of [hidden [bodyguards. [Their idstructions weretb \protect the [ princeflom (all lharm, [blut [uhder
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nolcbndition [révealthemselves. [ [One Hay, [ak[the Hince [Was @andering lin [the [fdrest, [alrabid [bkar @egan
tolchase dfterthe prince. [[Out [of [Howhere, [al thee [ branch[fell lonto [the [Head [of [the [Bear, lknocking it
unconscious. [ [Another may, [d[ venomous ! shake Httempting Ltb [ Hite[the En’nce [i$[ smashed my [dl rbek.
Incidentsof the ike | continued [until  finally  the [ prince [was [ donvinced | that [ theseare [ Hot  cbincidences.
The | Kingmust Have Lsent [ His Lmen o [ protect [ Him. [The | prince [Was| dverwhelmed [ With | al feeling | df
gratitude lahd [Idve [for [ his [father, [that [elen lifh lekile, [the [King [ttuly lidved [ Him [ahd [Was [cbnstantly laware
of [his|attivities lahd [overseeing [his [protection. [The \princedecided lilmediately [that [he lwould [mend [his
ways lahd réturntd [his[Ather.

It [as [ from  this[ perspective that| the [dews [ df L the [ dorld [ dccepted| the [ Torah [dut[of L1bve.[ [Even [dfter| the
destruction [of [the Eemple, leben [after [the [ekile [of [the [nation, [id [Persia lahd [Mediallike Emnely Eﬂeep lid ngck [of [wolves,
God |wlas [constantly loh lgliard, [séeing [t it] that the [Jbws wiould [have [ah [Esther, lohe lof [the [King’s lhidden [bbdyguards.

With ah lilmmediate[sénse[of @atitude [ahd[1dve, litself [ah @(pression [of [choice, [the [Jewish Haople [Wanted |t [sérve
God. | [The [rsult [ wWas %ht, mappiness, @)y [ahd E})lendor. [[Ihidaism [as|no mmger @pt [down Bleep lin [the [récesses of [the
heart, lit[bbcame E@iining E{bht, B(pressed [with [olitward [verve [ahd [ehthusiasm.

Theldecree [df[Haman [was[ahnounced [on [the [ 1 3th[of [Nissan. [ [The [fbllowing [ three[days Were [dnes|df [ fhsting
and @rayer. [[[On [ the[17th[df[ Nissan, [ Haman [Was manged. [ [However, [the[ decree [Had | dot [Heen [ annulled. DBtrangely
enough, [Mordechailand [Ester [waited [until [the [ 2 3rd Lof [Sivan [tb [réquest [the [decree [be [ahnulled. Dﬁerhaps they [whaited [so
long lout [of féar [that [Achashverosh [would [féel [taken EHvantage [of(ahd @any [their E&quest. [[The [Vlilna[Gaon [however, gays
something [much Hheper, lahd [ulithin lit[lies, TtRink, [the [secret [of (that [ekile.

Mordechai lahd [Esther [waited [until [the [33rd[of [Sivan[td @quest [the [ahnulment [of [the [decree [because litl was[7 0
days [flom [the Bﬁginal [decree. Dﬂong [before, [the Brophet [Jeremiah had Erophesied thatthere [Would [be[alZ0 @ar B{ileé.
These[70 Blays Ebrresponded [tb[those[70 @ears [of [exile, [ dne Bby [tbr[each [of[the[70 Ebars. [[This[was|the [énd [of [the
exile; [the[7Z0 @aars [Were mj (i @ct, lit[was Inbt [uhtil [three @ars later [that [Darius @ (the [sbn [of [Esther [ahd @chashverosh,
formally [ordered [the @building [of [the Eemple. [[Nonetheless, [because [of [this B’lange [inh [attitude, [the[ekile[of [70 @ars [whas

over.

What's [the Eignificance [df[70% [[IChazalltéll [us, [ “Wine @oes [in, [sbcret [ domes|dut.” [th [Hebrew, [the [numerical
value [ of[Wine [i$[ 70, [andsb[tbo, [the [Humerical [value [ Jf [skcret. m@sychologically, [the [idlea i3 that [affter mnbibing Bnough
wine, [dne [1dses [His @nhibition; [the[ihternal [but @nhibited, [finds | eixternal Bxpression. D]ﬁerhaps [this [Was|the [ definition [ahd
parameter [of[the[7Z0 @ar lekile. [[From the Hagirming, Eey [were Etemally [cbmmitted, (blit (bt [oh [fite. [[There [wlas o @ht,
no »Mc.[[Was @Bermitted [tbr [the [Jewish Beople [t [bow [tb[the [statue [of [Nevuchadnetzar? [[Yes. [[Would [ane [bow [ifhe
were an [fire? [[No. [ [Who [Was[Nevuchadnetzar? Dﬁerhaps the miggest |desecration [of [God’s[name i mistory. [[Thisis[the
man | that Hestroyed [thel flrst Efemple. [THe [rhade God [1bok [ vilnerable, DFJ‘ @ ON.[[How!dould| dne How!tb[that? [ [The
bowing litself Bhly [flirthers [the [desecration [of [God’s [name. [ﬂechnically, [thereid Ebthing @rong [with [itl [ [¥et, [ohe [who lis[oh
fire [with [His[1dve [ for @od, [Would [ever [dream [df [slich [ah [akt. [TTihe [dne [who [would [How i [ dne [Who [skes [ the [ Torah [ak
rules!that [He [rhust [fbllow, [ahd [this @owing (s Q@ermitted lakt.[[Such H@erson [stood [at [Sinai, Bkcepted [the [Tlorah [uhder
duress|ahd [fullfills il because [hle [nhust. [[Such E@rson [hbs[alBris ilah, [hk [hbsal cbvenant [uith @od, [bhit [itlid[nlot [ohe [that
entails[the @)y [of[alconnection [with [the [Divine. [ [He [observes|the @olidays [ak[alrlile, [but [fAils[tb [ske [the mappiness [of[his
role lin B’inging [the [Moshiach [ahd[ultimate Berfection [of [the [ulorld. [He @eps [the [ldws [of [Shabbos, [blit [fails [to B{perience
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gratitude [tor [His[ cbnstant [ existence. [ [He Baps lon Bhylacteries, [but Mmay [dre[dot[allckown [df E{alendor E]top [His[Head, [an
extension lof [hislemotional lahd lidtellectual luhion lwith [the @lmighty.

Once the[dbwish @ople (thok Bnpty [ekternal laktions [ahd [mMade [them [ekternal B{pressions [of [ah [internal (Idve, (the
70 @aar Lekile [was [over. Dﬁerhaps that [i$ [what[the 70 @ear lekile[was, [ahd [that [id[what [ their [failure [Was [fom the [outset.
This [wWas|the Eﬂessage [of[Chananiah, [Mishael[ahd[Azariah Elready (at[the ﬂaginning o [the [ekile. [ [Mordechaildid (the [shme.
Yet, litl took the [decree [of [Haman [tb @at the [Jbws|td Eibpreciate [whatthe Brophets 'hiad [bken @lling them [fbr @anerations.
God [dbes[nbt[ulant[sacrifices, [nbr Eﬁy @npty [ekternal lattion; [He [wants @)ur [heart.

Rabbi [ Shimon [Bar [ Yochai [télls[us|that[ the [ Jews mretended [tb [ How | down [sb[God mretended [tb Hestroy [them.
Measure | for [theasure. [ [This[was | the [thue| dause [df [ the [threat | df [Hlaman’s decree. [ [What| shved [ them? Dﬁhey Hopped

pretending.

“(56:0 wOIc) Y [egl NG Milc YD PN
“For [the[Jewsthere lwhas @ht, mappiness, By lahd @olendor [(Esther|8:16).
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